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Dybenko makes list of 100
most powerful women
School of Business and Economics dean given prestigious award yesterday
LAURA CARLSON
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR
Ginny Dybenko, Laurier's dean
of Business and Economics, was
named one of the country's most
powerful women by the Women's
Executive Networkyesterday.
Dybenko was one of eleven re-
cipients in the independent advi-
sory board's professional category
of the "Top 100 Listing of Canada's
Most Powerful Women for 2008."
"It's a real honour," said Dyben-
ko in a phone interview yesterday
afternoon from the Summit and
Awards Luncheon in Toronto.
As the first female dean of Lau-
rier's School of Business and Eco-
nomics, Dybenko is a role model
for women in the business field, a
sector traditionally dominated by
men.
"I've worked almost exclusively
with fellows in the high-tech arena,"
said Dybenko. "You get to be very
comfortable in the way that they do
things."
Having spent 30 years in the pro-
fessional business sector before
coming to Laurier in 2006, Dyben-
ko said that recently she has been
getting more involved with wom-
en's issues in the field. "I've had a
lot more to do with women over the
last little while, so that may well be
why I got the award," she said.
FILE PHOTO - SYDNEY HELLAND
WONDER WOMAN - Dean of Business and Economics Dybenko spent
30 years in the professional business sector before coming to WLU.
Envisioning Laurier
The project - spanning 13 months and an array of initiatives - has come
to an end, resulting in a vision statement that will guide WLU
JEREMY TREMBLAY
NEWS EDITOR
The university's Board of Gov-
ernors (BOG) unanimously ap-
proved a recommended Vision,
Mission and Guiding Principles
last Thursday.
The approval marks the end of
the Envisioning Taurier project,
which began 13 months ago with
the mandate to develop a guiding
vision for the university's next 30
years.
"Our commitment is to justice
and sustainability now and in the
future," reads the vision, "so we
strive to ignite the minds, spirits
and hearts of our communities
through excellence in teaching and
learning, in the discovery, schol-
arly exploration and application
of new ideas, and in instilling the
courage to engage and challenge
the world in all its complexity."
During the BOG meeting, Mary-
Louise Byrne, chair of the geogra-
phy department and co-chair of
the Envisioning Laurier Senate
Committee with business profes-
sor Theresa Tibby, explained that
the choice was made to begin the
vision statement with an expres-
sion of values to emphasize that
actions stream from beliefs.
When asked about why the vi-
sion didn't mention growth or
multiple campuses, Byrne ex-
plained that the committee didn't
want to mention it because it had
a mandate of creating an over-
arching vision rather than dealing
with "tactic and strategy."
She added that the committee
"didn't want to interfere with an
operating decision," adding that
doing so was beyond visioning.
Following the vision's approval
by the BOG, University President
Max Blouw has indicated that all
areas of the university will be di-
rected to use the vision statement
as a guide in preparing all short-
and long-term plans.
Blouw founded the senate com-
mittee responsible for the project
with the approval of the BOG last
fall. The committee's mandate was
to come up with avision statement
of a single sentence supported by
a statement of values and a state-
ment of principles.
Although it was outside of the
committee's mandate, a mission
statement was also presented to
and approved by the BOG.
It speaks about fulfilling the
university's mandate "by advanc-
ing knowledge, supporting and
enhancing high-quality under-
graduate, graduate and profes-
sional education and emphasiz-
ing co-curricular development of
the whole student."
Blouw explained that the com-
mittee's "intention was to very
crisply define what Laurier is,"
adding that he was pleased with
the result and felt the committee
accomplished what it set out to
do.
See PAGE 24 for editorial reaction to this story
RYAN STEWART
Union changing
elections policies
Online voting and ranked balloting are among
new options to be explored by the students' union
REBECCA VASLUIANU
NEWS EDITOR
After a five-and-a-half hour long
Wilfrid Laurier University Students'
Union (WLUSU) Board ofDirectors
(BOD) meeting last Friday, direc-
tors voted to completely overhaul
various areas of election policy.
In a series of motions the Elec-
tions Policy Review Committee
(EPRC) Chair, Director Michael
Lockhart, presented ideas for elec-
toral reform based on research and
discussion done by the committee
over the past three months.
One of the motions passed was a
mandate to explore the possibility
of online voting over the next few
years.
While WLUSU General Man-
ager Michael McMahon quickly
dispelled any possibility of online
voting for the upcoming February
election because of limitations in
the university's contract with Orbis
Communications, the supplier for
its new website, a lengthy discus-
sion ensued about the merits and
disadvantages of an online voting
system.
Director Andrew Fryer, who also
sits on the committee, spoke to
the merits of online voting, stating
that he thought it was an excellent
method to further outreach and
make voting more accessible.
ALEX HAYTER
LOCK, STOCK - WLUSU Director Michael Lockhart makes a presenta-
tion to the BOD about possible changes to the annual election.
SEE DYBENKO, PAGE 5
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News
Luminera lights up
AMBER CORDEIRO
CORD NEWS
JEREMY TREMBLAY
NEWS EDITOR
Dozens of students took in the
festivities last night in the quad as
Laurier's annual Luminera, orga-
nized by the Charity Ball commit-
tee, lit up the campus with tea-
lights purchased in order to raise
money for the KidsAbility Centre
for Child Development.
According to Daliah Hijazi,
Charity Ball co-ordinator and a
fourth-year political science and
English major, over 800 candles
were sold this year. The group had
set a goal of 1000 candles, roughly
the number sold last year.
"I hope [students] are im-
pressed by hope that these can-
dles represent," Hijazi explained.
Candles were on sale for the
past week. Although the commit-
tee didn't expect to have a final
total until sometime today, they
expect to have raised over $800.
Hijazi noted that she was
pleased with the event's turnout,
saying it looked like the largest
turnout the event has had over
thepast three years,
"It's such a pretty night," said
Claire Petch, a third-year psy-
chology student who was out to
view the candles.
The money from Luminera,
along withall otherfunds raised by
Charity Ball, will go to KidsAbility
Centre for Child Development.
KidsAbility provides services
for over 4,000 children with dis-
abilities each year in Waterloo
Region and Wellington County.
It provides therapeutic assis-
tance for children with devel-
opmental delays such as Down
Syndrome and autism as well as
physical disabilities such as ce-
rebral palsy and spina bifida. It
also provides assistance to chil-
dren who have been injured in
accidents or recovering cancer
patients.
For the first time, teddy bears
were sold at the same time as
candles to raise extra funds. A
special "Luminera bear" was also
sold during the event. Hijazi ex-
plained that they were added this
year as an extra initiative to raise
funds for the charity. She added
that teddy bears were selected
because funds are going to a chil-
dren's charity.
At 9:15 p.m. it was announced
that "Fucao: Discover the Exotic
Mystery" will be this year's Charity
Ball theme. Daliah described the
event as "a fusion ofBrazil's Ama-
zon and carnival masquerade."
This year's Charity Ball takes
place on March 9 at Bingeman's.
RYAN STEWART
CIRCLE OF LIGHT - Charity Ball's Luminera took place last night.
Evaluations not to find shortfalls: Groarke
MORGAN ALAN
STAFF WRITER
In the final weeks of classes, stu-
dents at Laurier will be given the
opportunity to assess their profes-
sors and teaching assistants on the
effectiveness of their educational
methods.
Students are asked to rate the
capability of their professors and
TAs in a number of fields, ranging
from the clarity and usefulness of
the course's content to out-of-class
accessibility.
The results of the evaluation are
used primarily for when a faculty
member applies for tenure or pro-
motion. Though other factors are
considered in these situations, stu-
dent evaluations are considered
key by Laurier's administration.
The survey's results are made
available to the instructor them-
selves, the instructor's faculty and
the Dean of Students. These results
are not, however, made available
to students or the general public.
"Evaluations atLaurier are done
for evaluating the performance of
faculty," saidDr. Leo Groarke, Lau-
rier's VP: Academic. "It's not... to
provide information for students."
Groarke stressed that the sur-
vey's confidentiality is based on
the nature of the survey itself, and
not intended to deny students ac-
cess to information.
"Student evaluations are a part
of collective bargaining ... they're
treated as a performance matter
between employer and employee,"
said Groarke.
"In that kind of context, they're
confidential," he added.
Laurier's stance on the publica-
tion of survey results is similar to
thatof most Canadian universities,
with some notable exceptions. In
2006, the University of British Co-
lumbia made student evaluations
of professors available to the pub-
lic; McGill University adopted a
similarpolicy earlier this year.
In addition to administrative
purposes, the results of these sur-
veys are a useful tool for instruc-
tors to gauge their own ability and
student reaction to their course.
Dr. Chris Anderson, a political
science professor, believes that the
evaluations are especially effective
for first-year courses.
"For [first-year classes], it's
sometimeshard to understand the
student body," said Anderson.
"It's difficult for me to get one-
on-one feedback, because there
are so many students and so few of
me."
Despite their utility, Laurier's
faculty generally sees some room
to improve evaluations.
"It's good for detecting cases
where the instructor is failing, in
one way or another," said Renato
Cristi, a philosophy professor.
"I think it's a useful tool, with its
limitations."
"I'd love to have more substan-
tive comments, rather than just
numbers ... in terms of what stu-
dents like and what students don't
like," added Anderson.
Anderson also questioned the
value of evaluation in smaller
classes, a situationwhere "number
indicators help less than hearing
from students directly."
Groarke noted that the evalua-
tions are in no way meant to rectify
a shortcoming in teaching within
Laurier's faculties.
"The standard of teaching at
Laurier is very high, it's one of
the things that distinguishes us as
an institution," said Groarke. "We
need to consider [professor evalu-
ations] in this context."
RYAN STEWART
FILL IN THE BUBBLE - Students fill out teaching evaluations in every course at the end of the semester.
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"What do you think
of Laurier's vision
statement?"
"It's a lot of words, basically."
- Kyla Quigley
Fourth-year global studies and
psychology
"I'm kind of happy about it. It's a pretty
good guide for us."
-AlexTershakowec
Second-year business
"I like it because they're connecting on
a deeper level than just education."
- Corina Rider
Third-year business
"That's all they came up with?"
- Sarah D'Alton
First-year communications
"It doesn't really indicate what they're
doing or where they're going. It just
seems to be a slogan."
- Dedan Burke
First-year politics, philosophy and
economics
Compiledby Jeremy Tremblay,
photos by Laura Tomkins
Website behind schedule
Phase one of the Students' Union's new website is expected to be up in January; it includes aesthetic
and structural changes. An online shift organizer for WLUSU employees can be expected by May 1
REBECCA VASLUIANU
NEWS EDITOR
About three months since the Wil-
frid Laurier University Students'
Union (WLUSU) began talks with
the supplier of its new website,
Marketing and Communications
Manager Phil Champagne has an-
nounced that the site will be un-
veiled later than expected.
While WLUSU planned to re-
lease the newwebsite on January 5,
its unveiling will have to wait until
later in January due to a problem
with funding. The redevelopment
has been contracted to Orbis com-
munications. Talks with the firm
began on August 26.
"It took a little bit longer to get
the financing in place than we'd
anticipated...As a result we're a
little bit behind schedule," said
Champagne. "Hopefully we'll still
be able to launch some sort of vis-
ible change in early January."
According to Champagne, there
are two phases to the website's
completion.
Phase one entails changes to the
website's appearance and navi-
gation. This part of the change
is expected to be completed in
January.
"In a sense it will be a superficial
change. It'll be easierto find things
and it'll have a newer and better
look," he explained.
Phase two, on the other hand, is
forecast for completion by May 1,
and deals with the configuration of
custom features. Included in these
is an interactive element in which
students can post videos and blog
entries as well as an interactive
calendar of events and a private
section where WLUSU employ-
ees can log on to view and change
their shifts.
Different modules will also be
created in order to allow each
campus club their own page to up-
date, a peer-help module in con-
nection with Peer Helpline and a
Legal Resources frequently-asked-
questions feature.
Champagne also mentioned
the elections module's creation as
part of phase two, which will allow
WLUSU to explore the possibil-
ity of online voting in the future;
however, Orbis Communications
has indicated that this feature will
not be available until at least next
year.
"We would rather take our time
to do it right than to do it quickly
and have something happen,"
Champagne explained, adding
that a major flaw has already been
identified with the idea of online
voting - the inability to determine
who is voting with a specific set of
information.
At last Friday's WLUSU Board of
Directors (BOD) meeting, direc-
tors voted in favour of exploring
the possibilities of online voting
in the future, but Champagne sug-
gests that this is perhaps taking
things too fast.
"The board probably just wants
to jump the gun a little bit," he
stated.
The original budget created by
the BOD for the new website allo-
cated $165,000 for the project.
While Champagne is unsure
of the final price tag, he is almost
certain it will be well under that
figure.
"We're definitely significantly
under the budget that was ap-
proved by the BOD. There would
have to be an enormous spike
for us even to come close to that
amount," he added.
In September, Champagne told
The Cord that the final price would
likely come in under $100,000.
He would not place a new esti-
mate on it, explaining that many
features have yet to be worked
out.
Within the next few weeks,
Champagne plans to have a "beta
version" of the new site set up for
union executives to look over and
decide what should change and
what should remain the same.
Once the new website is run-
ning, VP: Marketing Jackie Donald
and Champagne will be respon-
sible for updating and monitoring
the site.
LAURA TOMKINS
WILF ON THE WEB - A "wire frame" of the future WLUSU website, close to what will be online in January.
Governors approve pepper spray
JEREMY TREMBLAY
NEWS EDITOR
Wilfrid Laurier University's Board
of Governors approved Oleoresin
Capsicum spray - better known
as pepper spray - as an acceptable
use of force for special constables
on campus at its meeting last
Thursday.
According to Rod Curran, direc-
tor of Special Constable Services,
the Board's approval means that
special constables will begin the
training necessary to carry pepper
spray in January.
Together, Laurier's special con-
stables and special constables
from the University of Waterloo
will undergo training with Water-
loo Regional Police Service.
Before the motion passed, some
discussion questions were raised
about the usage of and need for
pepper spray on Laurier's campus.
Rod Curran, director of Special
Constable Services, emphasized
that pepper spray is a lesser use
of force than the baton currently
used and that pepper spray would
not be regarded as the first tool to
use.
Laurier President Max Blouw
commented that the request to ap-
prove pepper spray commented
on the direction in which society
was moving, and that the situation
had been discussed in presidents'
group meetings.
"All of us are rather reluctant
... to be heading down this path,"
Blouw said, adding that the abil-
ity of pepper spray to protect both
special constables and the campus
community was of value.
The board's decision gives fi-
nal approval at the university
level; now, the Waterloo Regional
Police's Police Services Board
and then the Ontario Ministry of
Community Safety and Correc-
tional Services must approve the
change.
Pepper spray is already an ap-
proved use-of-force option for spe-
cial constables at the University of
Waterloo, University of Western
Ontario, University of Guelph and
other Ontario universities.
The move to approve Laurier's
special constables to carry pepper
spray officially began in July, when
the office of the VP: Finance and
Administration commissioned Po-
licing and Security Management
Services Inc. to prepare a report on
the feasibility ofapproving special
constables to carry pepper spray.
The report examined the univer-
sity campus and the area around
it, serious incidents which had in-
volved special constables, the pol-
icy and administrative structure
of Special Constable Services and
the situation at other universities
in Ontario. It recommended that
special constables be equipped
with pepper spray.
As a result, the matter began to
move through university gover-
nance; the Audit and Compliance
Committee approved equipping
special constables with pepper
spray by electronic vote following
its November 3 meeting.
According to Curran, there are
a handful of incidents per year at
Laurier where using pepper spray
would be an option; at other On-
tario universities, the number of
times it is discharged annually is
usually in the single digits.
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Silent and screaming in solidarity
As part of "Act Against Violence Against Women" Week, WLU students took a stand against gendered violence around campus
LAURA CARLSON
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR
"Be confident," Arts Coordinator
of the Women's Centre Kate Klein
told a group of 16 women and four
men, as they prepared to travel
across campus yesterday afternoon
for "Come Together: Staged Soli-
darity Opposing Violence Against
Women."
"This is a show of solidarity... not
an act of criticism," said Klein.
At 12:40 p.m., participants
equipped with orange signs - dis-
playing slogans such as "Vio-
lence against women is not just a
'women's issue'" and "We stand in
solidarity to end violence against
women" - travelled en masse to
the lower section of the Concourse,
where the sound of a whistle be-
gan five minutes of silence and
stillness.
Though faced with confused
looks and even slight irritation by
some members of the Laurier com-
munity, A 1 Hutchinson, a fourth-
year computer science and math
student holding a sign which read
"Laurier men care about violence
against women," didn't mind.
"I got the impression from some
of the people in the Concourse that
they weren't particularly liking us
being there, but that's kind of the
point right?" said Hutchinson.
"To get in people's faces and raise
awareness."
Hutchinson participated in the
event because he feels that men
also have a role to play in ending
violence against women.
"It's a huge issue... and I don't
think there's enough support [from]
men."
When the sound of a whistle
broke the five minutes of freezing,
the group then travelled to their
next destination - the Dining Hall
- and again remained still and si-
lent for several minutes, dispersed
amongst the student body in the
midst of lunch hour.
The group concluded the staged
solidarity by gathering in the quad
area outside the Fred Nichols Cam-
pus Centre(FNCC) where they col-
lectively let out a scream represent-
ing how those opposing violence
against women have been silent for
too long.
Winnie Small, a third-year wom-
en's studies and sociology student
and Women's Centre volunteer,
described the release of a collective
voice as "therapeutic," especially
since the participants had been si-
lent for the past fifteen minutes.
The event was part of the Wom-
en's Centre "Act Against Violence
Against Women" Week, which was
sparked by the United Nations In-
ternationalDay for the Elimination
ofViolence Against Women, which
falls on December 25.
The annual awareness day was
officiallycreated in 1999 as a means
to raise public consciousness of vi-
olence against women.
However, many feminists have
been engaging in activist events
on this day since the early 1980s, in
response to the 1960 assassination
of three sisters who were political
activists in the Dominican Repub-
lic; the women were condemned
to death by their own government
leader.
This was the first year the Wom-
en's Centre participated in this
type of activism, which Klein hopes
breaks the centre's traditional role
as a student service focused exclu-
sively on awareness.
"Everybody's in a different place
when it comes to their understand-
ing of violence, so we try to do as
many things as we can to try and
meet people in different places,"
saidKlein.
"This is a little bit more of an ac-
tivist approach, because we tend to
have more awareness campaigns."
Noting the reputation of Lau-
rier students generally being dis-
engaged - hence signs which read
"Laurier students are not apathetic"
- Klein hopes that this staged event
will challenge such a mentality.
"Having things like this, where
it's not justone group ofpeople do-
ing the same things over and over
again, is a really good opportunity
to understand that you don't need
to be a certain type of person to be
an activist.
"You just have to care about other
people's well-being, you just have
to care about making the world a
better place."
Other events over the course
of "Act Against Violence Against
Women" Week include Monday
night's speakers in the Grad Pub, a
booth in the Concourse and tonight
there will be a movie and speaker
night about women and AIDS at 7
p.m. in Bricker 101.
EMILY VANDERHEIDE
AWARENESS - Yesterday, 20 students stood still and silent for five-minute periods as part of an awareness campaign on violence against women.
Financial crisis not impacting charities
Several local charities expect to see a minimal drop in donations this holiday season, despite the global economic crisis
LINDA GIVETASH
STAFF WRITER
As the financial crisis begins to take
its toll on the Canadian population,
questions have been raised about
its long-term effects on charitable
non-profit organizations. In the
Kitchener-Waterloo region, how-
ever, local charities have not seen
any negative effects as ofyet.
Statistics Canada reported a
0.9 percent drop between 2006
and 2007 in the number of Cana-
dians donating to charities and
non-profit organizations. This de-
crease in donors is not reflected in
the total donations to charitable
organizations.
During the same period, Statis-
tics Canada announced that there
was an increase of 1.4 percent in
donations made, suggesting that
although fewer people are donat-
ing, those who donate are giving
more.
The United Way of Kitchener-
Waterloo is coming to the end of
their campaign for 2008.
The $5.3 million the charity aims
to raise this year will be used to sup-
port many local organizations, such
as Big Brothers Big Sisters of Kitch-
ener-Waterloo, Extend-A-Family
and the 1 louse ofFriendship.
All organizations the United Way
contributes to support what they
consider Kitchener-Waterloo's top
five priorities: children and youth,
families, neighborhoods, newcom-
ers and economic security.
As a result of the financial crisis,
Project Manager, Communications
for United Way Karalee Clerk said
that thus far they have not experi-
enced any negative effects.
"We're tracking ahead of last
year," Clerk explained. She did ac-
knowledge the difficulties felt by
the United Way in other communi-
ties. This, however, is not the case in
Kitchener-Waterloo, she explained.
"What we found is that although
people are experiencing economic
difficulties, for us the feeling of
giving and helping others have
remained."
The Food Bank of Waterloo Re-
gion has had a similar experience to
the local United Way. Ruth Friend-
ship-Keller, Manager of Commu-
nity Partnership, said "[donations]
remain consistent and even a little
bit up."
Friendship-Keller attributes this
to the great sense of community
support in Kitchener-Waterloo.
"Our feeling is that this commu-
nity always steps forward whenever
it's needed," she explained.
This continual support allows for
the Food Bank to fund its 71 local
food programs including Reach-
ing Our Outdoor Friends, St. John's
Kitchen and the Morningstar Cen-
tre, which in totalhelps over 24,000
people each year.
The financial crisis ensures an
even greater need within the com-
munity entering the NewYear.
Clerk explained that the United
Way is "mindful of what's going on
right now, and we have to think dif-
ferently, plan differently."
There is still a great deal of op-
timism in the support of the com-
munity. Keller-Friendship said
in entering a new year, "we re-
ally don't expect to see a drop [in
donations]."
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Over the past 10 years Dybenko
has become actively involved
with women in the community
through the charitable organiza-
tion "Youth in Motion," which
helps young women make critical
career choices.
In regards to other personal at-
tributes that Dybenko feels con-
tributed to her national recogni-
tion, she highlights the approach
that she takes in creating positive
working environments; a person-
al style she has worked to develop
over the years.
"A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE REALLY
COMMAND AND CONTROL. I DON'T
WORK THAT WAY, WE GET TOGETHER
AND AS A TEAM WE WORK OUT WHAT'S
BEST."
- Ginny Dybenko, dean of School
ofBusiness and Economics
"I've always built really creative
workplaces, mostly through en-
couraging collaborative behav-
iour," said Dybenko.
"A lot of people are really com-
mand and control. I don't work
that way, we get together and as
a team we work out what's best,"
she said.
"That makes the potential suc-
cess of the event."
Though Dybenko was initially
told that she would be receiving
this award in July - a feeling she
describes as "absolutely amazing"
- Dybenko is now enjoying being
able to share her success with the
rest of the community.
She also hopes that this nation-
al recognition will reflect well on
WLU as an institution.
"Laurier took a bit of a brave
stance in hiring me as a person
outside ofacademia."
Dybenko's
experience be-
fore coming
to Laurier in-
cludes senior
positions with
Bell Advanced
Communica-
tions. Just prior
to coming to
Laurier, she
was serving as
VP: President
of Partnerships, Marketing and
Communications for a high-tech
international start-up.
Dybenko is also credited for
initiatives at Laurier such as the
creation of a new MBA in Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship.
Several directors, however, were
against the implementation of on-
line voting.
For Lockhart the transition to-
wards an online voting system is a
positive change because it will im-
prove convenience ofvoting, but he
was reluctant to assume that voting
will increase as a result.
"Voter turnout generallytends to
be low across the board and some
of that's beyond the control of the
elections system," Lockhart noted.
As well, Lockhart presented the
motion to switch to a ranked bal-
loting system from the current first-
past-the-post method.
While the motion to change to
Single Transferable Vote (STV) - a
type of ranked balloting system -
was rejected at October 24's BOD
meeting, the board passed the pro-
posal to switch to an undetermined
ranked balloting system.
The motion received criticism
from several board members who
thought a ranked balloting system
was too complicated, but to this
Bryn Ossington, EPRC student-
at-large, replied that voters only
needed to know how to vote, not
how the votes were counted, which
is the more complicated part.
Another major advantage of
a ranked balloting system is the
avoidance of a run-off election like
the one that occurred last year.
"If there is a problem with the
first-choice candidate, I think you
can logically infer that everyone
would prefer the majority of their
second choice, avoiding the need
for everybody to re-campaign," said
Asif Bacchus, BOD chair.
The two recommended ranked
balloting systems are STV and Bor-
da Count.
STV is a voting method in which
voters would rank their preferences
of candidates in order. Once the
winner receives enough votes to
be proclaimed winner, the surplus
votes would go towards each vot-
er's second choice, continuing un-
til there is no remaining surplus on
any candidate's minimum thresh-
old for election.
Borda Count also entails a sys-
tem where voters rank their prefer-
ences in order, but each candidate
receives a certain amount of points
depending on which place they
were rated on each ballot, and the
winner is then determined by num-
ber of points.
For several members of the
EPRC, STV is a superior choice. Os-
sington, for example, believes that
Borda Count is open to tampering.
Lockhart is confident a motion
to reconsider the system will occur,
possibly at Friday's BOD Educa-
tional Session, where the board will
use half the time to discuss election
reform and other issues.
Another motion raised by the
committee that was passed was to
prohibit "WLUSU corporate" from
taking a stance on referendum
questions. After last year's referen-
dum on faculty fees where the union
offered a stance, Lockhart believes
this change was necessary.
"I think one big issue last year
with the faculty fees question in
the referenda was that WLUSU
took a stand and it went decidedly
in the pro stance. If it sounds like
the Students' Union is supporting it
students may think it sounds like a
good idea" he said.
Changes were also made with
regard to fines during one's cam-
paign. The BOD accepted the mo-
tion to change financial fines to de-
merit points compiled during one's
campaign period.
While many policy reforms were
discussed and approved at the
meeting, the EPRC still has the fol-
lowing issues to tackle: campaign
financing, selecting a ranked bal-
loting system, as well as outstand-
ing alternatives to current policy
that were not discussed last Friday.
Though the committeehasnotyet
fully completed its work, Bacchus
believes it has been successful.
However, for the EPRC the work
is not fully completed, as the com-
mittee still needs to consult with
the Chief Returning Officer as well
as management to see to the imple-
mentation of these reforms.
As a result of a motion passed at
the meeting, a standing elections
review committeehas been created
to assess problems in each set of
annual elections after they occur.
See PAGE 24 for editorial reaction to this story
Some reforms still to be discussed National recognition
for Laurier dean- FROM ELECTIONS, COVER
FROM DYBENKO, COVER
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NEWS INBIRIEF
Talks on Laurier's Milton campus proceed
The possibility of Laurier's Milton campus was raised briefly at a No-
vember 20 Board of Governors meeting.
During his report, Laurier President Max Blouw told the Board that he
had attended a number of meetings on the subject, including one with
local business people.
"The enthusiasm... is extremely strong," he added.
Discussions on joint facilities have also been held with Milton, ac-
cording to Blouw. He explained the idea of joint facilities with the ex-
ample of a library, saying that Milton and Laurier could potentially pool
resources to build a better facility than either could afford alone.
Workshops have also been conducted examining the possibility of
public/private partnerships at a Milton campus.
Five weeks remain for Laurier pool
Five weeks remain before Wilfrid Laurier University's pool is slated to
close, and no new funding has been found.
Members of the varsity swim team attended a Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity Students' Union Board of Directors (BOD) meeting to inform the
Board of the effect ofthe pool's closure and to learn about their lobbying
options.
Although the Board hasn't met since then, BOD Chair Asif Bacchus
says that he suspects a Board discussion will occur to address whether
or not the Board should support the pool, varsity swim team or the issue
ofLaurier's deferred maintenance.
At last Thursday's Board of Governors meeting, Blouw said that he
had received hundreds of messages in support of the pool recently, but
thatLaurier would not be footing the bill.
He commented that disagreements between local swim clubs were
largely hindering any group's ability to raise funds for the pool before
once again committing to continue funding the pool's operation if fund-
ing was found before December 31.
Regional Special Constable charged with assault
A Waterloo Regional Police Services (WRPS) special constable was
charged with assault with a weapon while on duty on November 14.
The special constable in question, Phil Martin, became involved in
a confrontation with a 14-year-old female, who has also been charged
with assault with a weapon.
The incident took place at the Kitchener Provincial Courthouse and
while both parties received minor injuries, neither required treatment.
Martin has been reassigned to administrative duties and is appear-
ing at the Ontario Court of Justice in January 2009; the female who was
charged will also appear in the Ontario Youth Court in January.
Architect chosen for Balsillie School
Kuwabara Payne McKennaBlumberg Architects (KPMB) in Toronto has
been chosen as the firm to design the Balsillie School of International
Affairs.
Bruce Kuwabara and Shirley Blumberg of KPMB will direct the proj-
ect, which will be situated next to the Centre for International Gover-
nance Innovation (CIGI).
It was announced back in June 2007 that Jim Balsillie, co-CEO of Re-
search in Motion would donate $50 million to create the school.
Over the next ten years,Laurier and the University ofWaterloo plan to
contribute $25 million each to the effort.
- Complied by Jeremy Tremblay and Rebecca Vasluianu
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BAG O' CRIME
ALARM
Date: Nov. 18, 6:30 a.m.
Location: Bricker Academic
Building
Officers responded to a fibre-op-
tic alarm in BA 210; however they
found everything to be secure
upon arrival.
THEFT UNDER $2000
Date: Nov. 18,10:55p.m.
Location: Science Building
Officers are investigating the theft
of a microscope valued at $1600
from a lab in the science building.
INJURED/SICK PERSON
Date: Nov. 18,1:35 p.m.
Location: Bricker Academic
Building
Officers responded to Bricker
Academic after a student fainted
in class.
INJURED/SICKPERSON
Date: Nov. 19,12:40 a.m.
Location: Residence
Officers and ERT attended to a
male student who fainted in his
room.
THEFT
Date: Nov. 20, 3:14 p.m.
Location: University Stadium
A student was found in posses-
sion of two bike racks which were
property of the university; officers
are investigating the crime.
INJURED/SICK PERSON
Date: Nov. 20, 6:35 p.m.
Location: Concourse
Officers assisted a student who
fainted in the concourse.
INJURED/SICKPERSON
Date: Nov. 20,10:45 p.m.
Location: Athletic Complex
Officers were called to assist a stu-
dent who was injured while play-
ing basketball. ERT suggested that
he be sent to Grand River Hospital
for treatment.
INJURED/SICK PERSON
Date: Nov. 20,11:10 p.m.
Location: Student Services
Building
A female student was taken to
Grand River Hospital after be-
coming violently ill.
i
CRIME O' THE WEEK !
I
ARSON
Date: Nov. 21,11:10 a.m.
Location: Arts "C" wing
A custodian reported that !
someone had lit a match ■
I
and put it in the paper tow- [
el dispenser in the men's i
washroom. Minor damage J
wasreported. !
I
I
UNWANTED PERSON
Date: Nov. 21,12:17 a.m.
Location: Concourse
Officers responded to the con-
course to deal with a male who
was harrassing students and act-
ing in an odd way. After being
spoken to, he left the area.
INJURED/SICK PERSON
Date: Nov. 21,2:00 p.m.
Location: Residence
Officers and ERT assisted a female
student who was complaining of
severe back pain.
ALARM
Date: Nov. 22,4:45 p.m.
Location: Seminary
Physical Resources/Physical Plant
and Planning were called in to in-
vestigate a problem with the fire
alarm system at the seminary.
GRAFFITI
Date: Nov. 23,4:34 a.m.
Location: Residence
Officers are investigating after sev-
eral pieces of graffiti were found
inside a residence. Photos have
been sent to Waterloo Regional
Police Services for investigation.
INTOXICATED PERSON
Date: Nov. 23,1:54 a.m.
Location: Residence
A student was taken to Grand
River Hospital after consuming
too much alcohol and becoming
violently ill.
DRUGS
Date: Nov. 23, 9:24p.m.
Location: Residence
Officers were called to a resi-
dence to attend to a drug-related
complaint.
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Black sheep
in the USSR
Former Gorbachev advisor criticizes communism
PAULA MILLAR
STAFF WRITER
"Even when the whole world is
communist, we should keep one
small country capitalist so we know
what prices look like." Yuri Maltsev,
former economic advisor to Rus-
sian President Mikhail Gorbachev,
was one particularly charismatic
speaker at the Institute for Liberal
Studies' Economics and Govern-
ment seminar.
Dr. Maltsev's presentation on
"The Fall of Communism and the
Rise of 21st -Century Socialism,"
November 22 at the University of
Waterloo proved to be both enter-
taining and educational.
Maltsev introduced himself as
a former Soviet Trade Economist,
which he joked sounded like an
oxymoron. He recounted stories
of his time as a member of Gor-
bachev's team of economists, and
their job of "recalculating" Soviet
GDP. In reality, he said, their task
was the fabrication ofrecords.
In fact, "all Soviet-era statistics
were falsified," according to Malt-
sev. The government wanted "the
statistics as propaganda to showso-
cialism's triumph over capitalism."
"Marxism is not an economic
system; it is a system of manage-
ment," Maltsev said. It functions as
a system of top-down commands -
where the people go to work day af-
ter day simply because they are told
to. He argued that it was a system
run only by fear - the fear of losing
your life.
Joseph Stalin once said, "The
death of one man is a tragedy; the
death of millions is a statistic."
Maltsev cited this quote to make
clear the sheer brutality of commu-
nist regimes. He elaborated, "the
probable number of murders by
the Soviet Union alone - one com-
munist country - far surpasses the
cost of war."
Communism is successful only
with fear. Once the fear is gone, the
regime is doomed, he argued.
On December 24, 1991, the So-
viet Union collapsed. Despite the
end ofthe communist era in Russia,
Maltsev said the new political lead-
ers are no different. After a decade
ofinstability, economically and po-
litically, a resurgent Russia is once
again flexing serious muscle.
Today, Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin and President Dmitry Med-
vedev are engaging in Soviet-era
fear tactics. Maltsev explained that
Putin is a career-KGB (the Commit-
tee for State Security) officer and
runs his government as such.
Perhaps this explains the "22
journalists [who have been] mur-
dered on Putin's watch." Maltsev
said, since Putin came to power,
the former KGB officer has been
accused of strategically targeting
journalists. Maltsev elaborated,
"[the murdered journalists] have
only two things in common: they
did not like Putin, and no murders
were ever solved."
Modern Russia is in a state of de-
spair. Maltsev said, "[Russia's] is the
most uneven distribution ofincome
in the world." The country is home
to more billionaires than anywhere
else in the world. In fact, Maltsev
said there are more billionaires in
Moscow than New York City.
However, the rest of the popula-
tion lives on less than 50 dollars per
month - the United Nation's defini-
tion ofpoverty is less than two dol-
lars per day.
Yuri Maltsev grew up under com-
munism, but he is unquestionably
aLibertarian.
Today, Maltsev is a professor of
economics at Wisconsin's Carthage
College, where he remains highly
critical of the political leaders of
the Soviet Union and modern Rus-
sia. He criticizes their attempt to
uphold socialist policies even after
what he referred to as "the dismal
failure of communism."
Maltsev continues to advise gov-
ernments against engaging even
in "slight-socialism," which he
warns is simply a "slippery slope to
communism."
NATASHA DILKIE
A CAPITALIST IN RUSSIA - Maltsev argues that communism is only successful when it presents fear.
Pirates strike again
Pirates seize a multi-million dollar tanker and crew off the coast of Somalia
ALANNA WALLACE
STAFF WRITER
Somali pirates seized the Sirius Star
tanker owned by Saudi Arabian
company Aramco last Tuesday. The
tanker is said to be carrying two
million barrels of crude oil, worth a
speculated $100 million. On board
are 25 crew members, all of whom
are being held for ransom off the
coast of Somalia. Multi-million dol-
lar negotiations are ongoing for the
safe release of cargo and crew.
Pirates seized the vessel hun-
dreds of miles off the coast ofKenya
in one of the world's busiest ship-
ping areas in the Indian Ocean, the
Gulf of Aden. International ships
patrol the area, though they are no
match for the massive amounts of
pirate attacks.
One of the world's largest ship-
ping companies has sent some of
its 50 oil tankers around the Cape
of Good Hope in South Africa rath-
er than navigating the Gulf ofAden
in the Indian Ocean in light of the
situation. Other shipping compan-
ies are considering similar action.
Companies no longer want to risk
the lives of their crews in the dan-
gerous seas.
One spokesperson for the US
Navy says that despite the high-
profile abduction of the Sirius Star
last Tuesday, in October pirates had
a 31 percent success rate in their hi-
jacking attempts.
Although the situation appears
to be improving according to these
numbers, attacks by pirates in-
creased 75 percent this year alone.
The International Maritime Bureau
has counted 92 pirate attacks off
the Somali coast this year, and 36
hijacked ships.
Ships aren't completely help-
less against pirates. Recently, crews
have been fighting pirates off with
some degree of success by using
water cannons.
Somali pirates, however, are
trained fighters. They are often
dressed in military fatigues and use
speedboats equipped with satellite
phones and GPS equipment. Pir-
ates are heavily armed with auto-
matic weapons, anti-tank rocket
launchers and grenades. As their
armament has improved, pirates
have set out further to sea, and tar-
geted larger crafts. A Tondon-based
think-tank said pirates have gained
$30 million this year alone. Kenyan
authorities place that figure much
higher, at around $150 million over
the past 12 months.
Talks have begun between the
Somali pirates on the Sirius Star
and a multinational specialist firm
that specializes in kidnap and ran-
som talks, shipping sources say. It
has been reported that the pirates
were offered $25 million for the
cargo and crew, but theyturned the
offer down.
Senior officials from the coun-
tries bordering the Red Sea, who
will be heavily affected politically
and economically by pirate activity
in the area, have called for inter-
national economic, political and
humanitarian help.
Some nations have maintained
low tolerance for aggression in the
naval area by increasing security
measures. Last week the Indian
navy sunk what they deemed a
"mother ship" of pirates after it
failed to stop for an inspection in
the Gulf ofAden.
Egypt's Deputy Foreign Minister
Wafaa Bassem says the internation-
al community must step in if they
wish for Somalia to stop becoming
a haven for pirates. Many say the
instability of the nation, whose last
national government was forced
from power in 1991, has led to the
increase in piracy and must be ad-
dressed before hijacking problems
can be remedied.
Somali Islamic insurgents have
denounced the actions of their
nation's pirates and have assured
the international community that
they will find and punish those
responsible.
At the moment, the ship and its
crew are being held near the So-
mali port of Harardhere. The BBC
has obtained information that the
crew is being treated well while ne-
gotiations are ongoing.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
AHOY! - Piracy is reaching new limits with recent attacks on oil tankers.
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WLU students contemplate fair trade
A group of students from the Global Studies Club discuss the fairness of fair trade, agreeing that"consumers have to be cautious"
HENJI MILIUS
CORD INTERNATIONAL
Last Wednesday, the Global Studies
Club (GSC) put together a discus-
sion panel to raise awareness onfair
trade, by presenting information to
a group of students, to instil a sense
of responsibility in their consumer
habits and consumption.
Adam Clemens, the treasurer of the
GSC, started off the discussion by
asking the attendees what their fa-
vourite fair trade item was. The an-
swers ranged from olive oil, choco-
late and coffee, to none.
Contrary to common knowledge,
fair trade is not only about food,
such as rice, tea and coffee, but
there are also other items one can
buy, such as handicrafts, clothing,
cloth bags, knapsacks, jewellery
and organic cotton.
Clemens explained that fair trade
began in the Mennonite commu-
nity in the 19405, from the idea of
providing "proper" pay, a frame-
work that helps people develop and
sell the products they make, using a
grassroots movement.
According to Sariah Ratanna, busi-
ness owner of a fair trade company
in Cambridge, fair trade is a con-
cept that pays the value of labour
for what it is worth. This provides
a living wage for people from dif-
ferent countries who do not have
a labour system, a minimum wage
or a labour board to protect and
secure their labour rights. For ex-
ample, under fair trade, instead of
paying 20 cents to the person who
made an item, they would get two
dollars.
Rebecca Sargent, president of
the GSC, mentioned that "there is a
set price that the payer has to pay to
the market system." In some Latin
American countries, after paying
the costs of sending and selling
their products, labourers end up
making $40 when the world price
is $56, leaving them with an unfair
share of their money.
Compared to consumerism, fair
trade demands average consum-
ers to put thought process before
desire, to ask questions as to where
the products come from and to not
take their purchasing power as a
given right but as a chance to do
good.
Western consumption and the
aggressive competing market of
goods and services drive most
consumers to be oblivious and
mesmerized about what they buy
through the constant blast of ad-
vertising. "1 out of 25 people who
have education are not well-versed
on the subject because, these days,
consumer habits are such that we
all want as much as our dollar can
buy for as cheaply as possible," said
Ratanna.
Even though stores such as Star-
bucks and Zehrs do sell fair trade
items in small sections, the group
agreed that there was not enough
exposure to catch people's atten-
tionon what they buy.
The group agreed that consum-
ers have to be cautious, in that a
product cannot be both fair trade
and "organic."
In order for a product to be organ-
ic, it has to be grown in a controlled
environment, pesticide-free, with-
out any interruption or intrusion in
the growth process. If this is not the
case, people need to be aware that
some companies are fooling them
by using organic labels on products
to promote a "niche market" in or-
der to make money.
Despite its moral philosophy
and its place within the capitalist
system, fair trade does not always
do what it sets out to do. As Sar-
gent said, "iffair trade was properly
regulated, implemented and in-
centives for labour value were uni-
versally adopted throughout the
world, then fair trade would be fair.
For what exists right now, fair trade
is a better option to consumerism,
but it does not always work [at 100
percent]."
RYAN STEWART
COMMUNITY CONSUMERISM - An intimate group of students gathered to discuss the details of fair trade.
Cambridge profreturns
A university professor in the United Kingdom was given his job back after
officials found over 1,500 pornographic images of children on his computer
SARAH KHALIL
THE MANITOBAN WINNIPEG
WINNIPEG (CUP) - Cambridge
University has agreed to give
Nicholas Hammond, a professor of
early modern French theatre and
thought, his job back after he was
charged with downloading and dis-
tributing child pornography.
Hammond was found with over
1,540 pornographic images on
his computer. He pled guilty to 12
charges of making indecent images,
one charge ofpossession ofimages,
and one charge of distributing two
images.
The images were predominan-
tely of males, aged two days to 16
years. Thirty of the images were at
level five - the most serious on a
five-point pornography scale.
The sentence of 12 months' jail
time Hammond was to receive
was replaced by a supervision or-
der of up to two years. He was also
fined 1,000pounds (roughly $2,050
CND), and his name was placed on
the sex offenders registry.
Hammond was reinstated at
Cambridge on Nov. 6, but will have
the position of reader, a lower des-
ignation than his previous title,
professor.
According to The Varsity, the
University of Cambridge's student
newspaper, Tim Holt, the deputy
head of communications at Cam-
bridge, said that Hammond "will
work under strict conditions."
The Varsity article reads: "Accord-
ing to the University, Dr Hammond
will only teach those who consent
to work with him, and will not be
allowed any contact with anyone
under the age of sixteen."
"Cambridge has no official policy
on employing people with criminal
convictions. Each case is treated on
its individual merits and, according
to Mr Holt, the University is confi-
dent that Dr Hammond 'does not
pose a threat,' and that 'rehabilita-
tion' is appropriate."
Rosalind Prober, the president of
Beyond Borders, a children's rights
organization, strongly disagrees
with these decisions made by the
UK court and the University of
Cambridge.
"This is really about the univer-
sity protecting their own," Prober
said. "This individual had 30 imag-
es at level five, and that means that
he is a danger."
"They've made a terrible deci-
sion. They have absolutely no re-
spect for children whatsoever," she
added.
Child pornography images at
level five include serious acts of
violence towards children.
"Level five can't get any worse,"
Prober said.
John Carr, an Internetconsultant
with the NCH children's charity,
sheds some light on how the legal
system works in the UK when it
comes to child pornography.
"It is argued that everyone found
in possession ofany quantity ofany
kind of child abuse images should
be investigated with a view to es-
tablishing whether they have been
involved in abusing children in the
past, and a risk assessment needs
to be carried out to determine
whether they represent an ongoing
threat to children in the future."
"Either way, post-sentencing,
their treatment should be deter-
mined by the outcome of the risk
assessment."
Carr, who is also part of the ad-
visory group for Beyond Borders,
said: "You have to rely on the judge
to some degree or another to make
an assessment of whether this per-
son is a danger to children."
He also says there are all kinds
of factors a judge has to take into
account when sentencing a sex of-
fender, such as the offender's psy-
chiatric report.
Carr says that either way, the sex
offender will most certainly pay a
price.
"His life is severely constrained
in terms of what he can do. He has
to notify the police if he leaves his
house, they've got his DNA, etc.
There are all sorts of things that
happen automatically."
Carr says that even a person
caught downloading child porn is
considered a major player in the
world of child abuse.
"From a moral point of view,
[Hammond] is on every basis as
culpable as the other people in the
supply chain of these images. Ifyou
download these images you are per-
petuating the abuse of children."
Judge Gareth Hawkesworth had
strong words for Hammond when
handing down his sentence.
"During this period youwere suf-
fering from moderate depression
and you were seeking refuge from
life in a halcyon part of your youth,
relived by looking at low-level im-
ages of boys, often in swimming
clothes," Hawkesworth said in the
sentence.
"But viewing this material can
become addictive and if you had
not been interrupted, there would
have been a serious risk that your
voyeurism may have turned into
action."
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
GLOOMY DAY - Staff and students are upset with Hammond's return.
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Reflecting on a visit to Palestine
Laura Ashfield, a WLU student, shares her experiences engaging in the culture and conflicts of Israel, the West Bank and Gaza
ALISON SCHOFIELD
STAFF WRITER
On Thursday, November 20, stu-
dents and staff gathered in the
Grad Pub for an intimate talk with
Laura Ashfield, a fifth-year global
studies student who spoke of her
experience spending six weeks in
Palestine this past summer, a jour-
ney that took her all over Israel and
Palestine including the West Bank
and Gaza.
The event began with some Ara-
bic and French hip hop and rap
music, combined with a sampling
of food, the sale of fair trade prod-
ucts and a showing of pictures, al-
lowing Ashfield's talk to become
even more of a cultural experience
for those in attendance.
Ashfield, who had lived in Beth-
lehem for a part of her childhood,
went to Palestine with an organi-
zation called Sabeel, a Christian
Palestinian Liberation Theology
organization, and travelled with a
group of other internationalvisitors
throughout her journey.
Her talk focused on her experi-
ences seeing "life under occupa-
tion" in Palestine, which included
reflections on checkpoints, the
separation wall, the current permit
system, Israeli settlements and the
effects of Israeli military control.
Ashfield explained the hardships
behind the checkpoints between
Israel and Palestine as being long
and time-consuming, mentioning
that people who needed to cross
in order to get to work would have
to be up as early as 3 a.m. to allow
themselves enough time to get
through the checkpoint, and that
the checkpoints would only be open
if the soldiers were in a good mood.
"Everyone I met said they lived on
the word 'if,'" Ashfield recalled.
Another story from the check-
points was of a woman who gave
birth to her child while waiting in
line. While Ashfield and her group
were shocked at this occurrence,
the local people justregarded it as
a regular happening at the check-
points. For her, this was an experi-
ence Ashfield could only describe
as "dehumanizing."
Aiiother topic of discussion was
the West Bank separation wall that
winds in and out ofsettlements and
the enclaves of the cities, separat-
ing Palestinians from their families
and sometimes even their land.
Over $1 billion US will have been
spent on construction by the time
the wall is complete. "For me, the
wall is a physical embodiment of
all the injustices in the land," noted
Ashfield.
Perhaps one of the most frustrat-
ing things that she encountered
on her journey were the stories of
people who had troubles with the
identification card system. She ex-
plained that each identification
card grants different rights and ac-
cess to certain areas for its holder
and that the military can take an
identification card away from you
at any time. If you are caught with-
out one you would be imprisoned.
One man Ashfield met could not
leave Ramallah to see his family. He
said, "My country is Ramallah, and
that's just like saying, 'my country is
Waterlooand I can't get to Toronto,
Guelph or Cambridge.'"
Ashfield also had the ability to vis-
it Gaza, which has been called "the
largest prison on earth" and holds
1.5 million people, 70 to 80 percent
of whom are refugees. "My first
response was complete dismay,"
Ashfield revealed of her thoughts
upon entering Gaza and seeing the
bombed-out buildings and barbed
wire. She was taken around the
area by people who "desperately
wanted" them to see Gaza and had
spent a month's worth of their al-
lowance to buy gasoline for the trip
so that their international visitors
could tell people at home what they
saw. "Leaving Gaza was the most
difficult thing to do because I could
leave," Ashfield told the group.
Although Ashfield witnessed a
lot of hardships and devastation
throughout her journey, she also
made some realizations about
Middle Eastern culture. "I have a
new appreciation for Middle East-
ern hospitality because in Canada
we don't really understand what
hospitality means," Ashfield ex-
plained. "It's about welcoming the
stranger into your home and mak-
ing them feel like they're a part of
your family. I really experienced
this in Palestine."
Following her time at Laurier,
Ashfield is interested in doing in-
ternships abroad and working for
non-governmental organizations,
focusing on peace and conflict
resolution. Thursday afternoon's
event was hosted by Laurier Stu-
dents' Public Interest Group.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
WEST BANK WALL - The Israeli construction of a concrete wall has created controversy among citizens.
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Sports
Hawks fall to Blues and Rams
The men's basketball team fall to a 3-3 record as they pick up two losses in action during their first home games last weekend
JAMIE NEUGEBAUER
STAFF WRITER
The Golden Hawks men's basket-
ball team played host to two Toron-
to-based squads for their home-
opening weekend and came up
empty on both occasions.
On November 21, the Toronto
Varsity Blues rolled into town and
handed the Hawks an 80-67 de-
feat. Six-foot Blues guard Rob Paris
dominated, scoring 34 points and
shooting a sizzling 72.2 percent
from the floor. Paris was clinical
from beyond the three-point arc,
dropping seven threes for 77.8
percent.
Hawks star small forward Kale
Harrison hit a team-high 25, firing
at 42.9 percent from the field in the
loss.
In the Saturday game, the Ryer-
son Rams visited the Athletic Com-
plex and were not very gracious
guests, earning themselves a come-
from-behind 85-75 victory over the
Hawks.
Both sides started the game with
voracious high-energy zone de-
fences, and points were not easy to
come by. The first half was charac-
terized by quality outside shooting
from the purple and gold's back
court, thanks to veteran Jesse Mac-
donald and rookie Travis Berry.
Harrison, however, the Hawks'
usual go-to guy, lacked his usual
energy and finish, and struggled
throughout the game only getting
his first points with 2:50 remaining
in the second quarter.
"It is unfair to expect [Kale] to
carry the team all the time," com-
mented fourth-year guard and
team leader Macdonald. "It puts
it on the rest of us to make up for
it when he isn't at his best, and we
didn't today."
The Hawks were up as much as
14 in the first half and dominated
spells of the second quarter with
quick ball movement, choking
high-energy defence and aggres-
sive rebounding. When the buzzer
sounded for half-time, Laurier held
a 40-30 lead.
If the first half belonged to the
Hawks, the second belonged to the
Rams.
"When the pressure gets on we
have a tendency to panic a little
bit," said Head Coach Peter Camp-
bell. "I think in the second half we
made a couple of substitutions and
lost some defensive intensity - and
that's my fault."
The Hawks started the third quar-
ter strong, but it began to slowly un-
ravel. Bosnian-born 6-foot-8 Junior
Canadian National Team member
Boris Bakovic was dominant for
the Rams in the second half, com-
bining a sublime blend of speed
and size to capitalize on a sluggish
Hawks defence.
"We let their star player get going
and once he was on a roll he knew
the ball was going in," Macdonald
added. "We stopped denying him
the ball and when you let a player
with that ability get the ball where
he wants he is going to make you
pay."
The Hawks offence looked entire-
ly out of rhythm in the fourth quar-
ter as they put up only 15 points to
Ryerson's 27 in the final frame. A
lack of composure late in the game
denied Laurier the chance to come
back, and clutch free-throw shoot-
ing by the Rams expanded the defi-
cit to 10 by the end of the game.
"We have got to get calmer," said
Campbell. "They played real well
defensively, and we missed some
open shots. It was a struggle and it
was the first game Kale wasn't 'all-
world' and maybe that hurts our
confidence. It was disappointing."
The Hawks currently sit tied
for third in the log-jammed OUA
Western Conference with a record
of 3-3. Next week they take on the
two teams from Ottawa, including
the nation's number-one-ranked
Carleton. Ravens, at the Athletic
Complex.
RYAN STEWART
DOUBLE DRIBBLE - Travis Berry attmepts to score against the Rams.
Breaking up: canned coaches of2008
TIEJA
MACLAUGHLIN
STAFF WRITER
Someone has to be held accountable
when a team is failing to live up to its per-
ceived expectations, and the finger is al-
most always pointed at the head coach.
The coach serves as a scapegoat, when the
real problems lie in upper management and
ownership. The General Managers (GMs) and
owners are the real culprits to blame here.
The GM of a team has all decision-making
authority. He is ultimately responsible for
selecting coaching staff, and signing players.
When a franchise is in the gutters, it's far eas-
ier for the GM to fire the head coach, as op-
posed to overhauling an entire team's roster.
The GM seeks to maintain a degree
of financial flexibility within the fran-
chise and the coaches are disposable,
because after all they're merely contrac-
tual employees just as the players are.
The Tampa Bay Lightning fired head
coach Barry "Mullet" Melrose 16 games into
the season. His bad relationship with play-
ers, poor distribution of ice time and los-
ing streak led to his dismissal. For a team
with playoff hopes lying on the shoulders of
first overall draft pick Steven Stamkos, Mel-
rose sure wasn't utilizing his key players.
Stamkos was averaging only ten min-
utes' playing time per game, and other su-
perstars such as Vincent LeCavalier were
far from acquiring their earned ice time.
Replacing Melrose is RickTocchet - former
aggressor/known fighter hailing from none
other than Philadelphia's team of goons.
Tocchet is also a convicted felon, tied to Ja-
net Gretzky in financing and promoting one
of the biggest illegal gambling rings in the
country. Lightning GM Brian Lawton does
have a head on his shoulders, but with a move
like this I'm not sure what he was thinking.
Another short-lived season was that of Chi-
cago Blackhawks coach Denis Savard, fired
only four games in. Even in the premature
NBA season, PJ Carlesimo of the Oklahoma
City Thunder, and Eddie Jordan of the Wash-
ington Wizards, have already been let go.
- SEE COACHES, PAGE 14
The Cord Weekly ■ Wednesday November 26,2008 13
firertupsmoking.com
' Complete 30-Hour Seminars greatnewselection.
• Convenient Weekend Schedule greatnewrewards.
• Proven Test-Taking Strategies m__
* iwWlHrj 'S- ■ I iHil
• Experienced course instructors TIIHB itlip! helping Laurier students to look and
• Comprehensive Study Materials ft See their best Since 1995
• Simulated Practice Exams waterpipes, hookahs,
• Limited Class Size blunts, papers /
~' M WJK m ■
' Free Repeat Policy / M M Mm
, D ITt . ..... ...and everything else you'll need! 112 S|Tutoring Available I
• Thousands of Satisfied Students \ 112 Bl 1 |I|>l |
EnW-fl-fflfffiffi "tirr j;c eye exams available on site355BH|M 255 King St. N. (King at University)
519.886.2222 % 519-888-0411
fire Itup2sB king street north,Waterloo www.opticalillusioninc.ca
Maybe it's just the players who are
underachieving; for is it not the
athletes' responsibility to perform?
After all, they are paid millions of
dollars.
Nevertheless, when their perfor-
mances are not up to par, it is ulti-
mately the GM's decision to move
them. An inept GM has immeasur-
able effects on a franchise.
Looking to the past MLB season,
the Seattle Mariners may have got-
ten it right when they got rid ofboth
GM Bill Bavasi, and head coach
JohnMcLaren.
The six-year period Bavasi was
in charge was characterized as one
of the darkest periods in Mariner
history.
Jays head coach John Gibbons
and the New York Mets' Willie Ran-
dolph were also relieved of their
managerial duties mid-season.
The Jays chose instead to bring
back legendary Cito Gaston and
his old school '92/'93 crew from the
Toronto glory years. Yet the same
long-term problems have remained
unsolved in the past seven years.
JP Ricciardi has retained his post
as GM - a poor team offence. Ric-
ciardi's decision to let go ofGibbons
was merely a move of indecision, as
is the case with most others.
Gibbons' contract was running
out, and his release was by the far
the easiest move.
First-baseman Lyle Overbay told
The Associated Press in June "It's
the worst part of the job when the
manager gets the blame. It's too
bad because it's really the players."
And nothing could be farther from
the truth.
Gibbons was a well -espected fig-
ure in the lays clubhouse, whereas
other managers just aren't regard-
ed in the same way.
Scott Linehan formerly of the St.
Louis Rams known for his on- and
off-field disputes with players.
Other NFLers fired thus far are
Mike Nolan of the San Francisco
49ers, and Lane Kiffin of the Oak-
land Raiders.
The GM is always hoping to "take
the club in a new direction" with
his firings, but the majority of the
time the situation doesn't pan out
as such. Often, there isn't even
enough time for the new coach to
implement significant changes to
the team.
Nearly all ofthese coaches began
their careers on high notes - Willie
Randolph was actually runner-up
for the Manager of the Year award
last season.
Still, it is fair to say that all
coaches are due in time, and I do
believe each of these leaders' time
had come. The fact remains that a
team's GM is inevitably responsible
for a team's failure or success.
As long as the GM continues dis-
posing ofcoaches in an effortto save
himself, the franchise will progress
in an unfavourable direction.
Vanier Cup may see
changes in the future
LAUREN MILLET
SPORTS EDITOR
Standing alone this year after being
paired with the Grey Cup last year,
the Vanier Cup - the Canadian Na-
tional University championship
- experienced a severe decline in
attendance, and the future of the
event is currendy on uncertain
ground.
The Vanier Cup is known across
the country as the event where top
football teams square off in one
match-up to determine who is the
best. Last weekend in Hamilton,
the Laval Rouge et Or defeated the
Western Mustangs before a crowd
of 13,873.
As of November 3, the deadline
for a bid to host the event in either
2009 or 2010, no teams had come
forward with interest.
"The reason could very well be
that the timing was not right to
prepare a bid for November," com-
mented Peter Metuzals, director of
marketing for Canadian Interuni-
versity Sport (CIS).
"Another reason could be that
this is a big scenario to take on and
at this point in time people are re-
luctant to do so.
"We have gone to actively seek
people. We have a board meeting
next week and hopefully there will
be letters of intent from these par-
ties wanting to host the event,"he
continued.
Despite the current situation,
Metuzals feels the championship
is not in jeopardy of being forced to
discontinue the competition in the
future.
"The Vanier Cup is a brand. It's
a strong brand. People across the
country know what the Vanier Cup
is and university football is very
strong," said Metuzals. "I think tim-
ing is an issue and we need to figure
out how we can do it better."
However, the issue of host loca-
tions for the event is being ques-
tioned by coaches within the sport.
Prior to 2004, southern Ontario
has dominated the bidding for the
event, always choosing Toronto as
the host destination. '04 and '05
saw the event move to Hamilton,
followed by a trip to Saskatchewan,
back to Toronto and this year, back
in Hamilton.
"I understand how they wanted
to spread it around and give every-
one an opportunity, but I honestly
think that Toronto is the best mar-
ket," said WLU Manager of Foot-
ball Operations and Head Coach
Gary Jeffries. "It's the most central
for getting teams in, they do a very
good job of marketing the thing."
Laval Head Coach GlenConstan-
tin notes that during the past few
years CIS has allowed the individ-
ual conferences hosting the Vanier
Cup to run it, leaving themselves
with little input.
"I think they need to take a big-
ger responsibility of their product,"
said Constantin.
"When [Vanier] was always in
Toronto, it was a neutral site with
neutral weather conditions," said
Constantin.
"It was something permanent.
They don't move the Rose Bowl. It
helps to have that [consistency], it's
easier to plan; easier to get market-
ing dollars over several years in-
stead of just one year."
After being partnered with the
Grey Cup last year, the event drew
in 26,787 - the second-largest
crowd in the Cup's history - almost
doubling this year's attendance.
A theme that seems to be un-
derlying a successful future may
be a long-term agreement with the
CFL.
Constantin was a little more
skeptical about a relationship with
the CFL.
"It could be a good option but it
needs a lot of ironing out."
Constantin noted that though
pairing with the CFL may be good
financially, university athletes still
need to have their own champi-
onship experience outside of the
shadow of the Grey Cup.
Ideally Jeffries would like to see
the Vanier Cup stand on its own two
feet, and having one central perma-
nent location is the key to that, as
he feels that moving it around is
simply too hard.
"Somehow there has to be some
kind of co-operation between CIS
and the CFL.
Jeffries considers the next best
option for the Vanier Cup is to be
united as one event in the same
location as the Grey Cup. However,
this would mean moving the host
every year and the players could
wind up playing on a Friday night
in the blistering cold of Saskatch-
ewan, thus sacrificing ideal climate
conditions.
"University sport is the best kept
secret in Canada," said Jeffries.
"Somehow we have to promote it...
and get people to actually come see
how good it is.
"It's absolutely pure sport."
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
UNITY - In the future, the Vanier Cup may be organized with the CFL.
SPORTS
BITES
Hawks still undefeated
The Golden Hawks women's hock-
ey team continued their domina-
tion of the league this past week-
end when theyfaced off against the
Toronto Varsity Blues on Saturday
and the York Lions on Sunday.
The Hawks collected a 2-0 vic-
tory and a 3-1 win, respectively.
The ladies are still undefeated this
season, with an impressive 13 wins
under their belts.
The Hawks came out strong in
their first game, withAndrea Bevan
and Heather Fortuna each netting
a goal. They tightened their defen-
sive line and were able to hold off
the Blues for the rest of the game,
ending with a 2-0 shutout.
In their second game the Hawks
out-shot and out-scored their op-
ponents, the Lions. The Hawks
fired 41 shots at the Lions keeper
and capitalized off three and, in
return netminderLiz Knocks faced
34 shots, only allowing one to slip
past. The game finished 3-1.
The Hawks will take to the ice
against the York Lions again next
week, when they meetup on Friday
at the Waterloo Recreation Centre.
The puck drops at 7:30 p.m.
Men beat Ridgebacks
The WLU men's hockey team with-
stood a four-goal third-period rally
Saturday to hold on for a 6-4 vic-
tory over the University of Ontario
Institute of Technology Ridge-
backs in Oshawa. Fourth-year
centre Mark Voakes notched three
points in the win while third-lead-
ing scorer in the OUA Jean-Michel
Rizk scored twice.
Laurier dominated the second
period after a scoreless first, taking
a 4-0 lead into the final frame. The
Ridgebacks owned the third, out-
scoring the Hawks 4-2. WLU hung
on, however, for the 6-4 win.
The Golden Hawks remain atop
the OUA Far-West, one point ahead
of second-place Lakehead.
- Compiled by Andrea Millet and
Jamie Neugebauev
GMs to blame for lost coaches
- FROM COACHES, PAGE 13
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Women split weekend points
While the women's basketball team lost 61-58 to the Ryerson Rams, the real issue was bigger than sports at the AC on Saturday
JUSTIN FAUTEUX
STAFF WRITER
The Golden Hawks women's
basketball team continued their
up-and-down start to the season
on the weekend, with a 71-63 win
over the University ofToronto Var-
sity Blues on Friday, followed by
a disappointing 61-58 loss to the
Ryerson Rams on Saturday.
In the regular season home
opener on Friday night, the Hawks
put forth a well-rounded effort on
offence and defence. Spurred by a
strong fourth quarter in which the
Hawks outscored the Blues 24-13,
Taurier came out on top.
The star of the game was third-
year Renata Adamczyk, who had
a game-high 19 points to go along
with nine rebounds and six steals.
Christa Mancino added 12 points
and seven boards. It appeared this
win would give the Hawks some
much-needed momentum going
into their game on Saturday against
the Rams.
However, when the Hawks re-
turned to the Athletic Complex on
Saturday, donning their pink uni-
forms to support breast cancer re-
search, they reverted to many old
bad habits and came out on the
short end of a hard-fought game.
"I think after our performances
the last two weekends, it was a real-
ly disappointing performance to-
night," said Head Coach Paul Falco.
"We'd been improving the last three
games. But all of a sudden tonight,
we did a lot ofthings that we'd been
trying to avoid, things we haven't
been doing in a long time."
This game was evenly matched
right from the start. Both teams
looked sharp at times and sloppy
at others. Neither team was able
to pull away with a lead, and this
made for an exciting finish.
Early in the fourth quarter, it ap-
peared as though the Hawks were
finally taking control of the game.
With the score tied at 43, Laurier
went on a 10-4 run, giving them a
53-47 lead. But as was the themeof
the day, sloppy play coming up the
court, combined with poor shoot-
ing, led to the Rams reclaiming the
lead 54-53.
"We've got to finish better. Today
we shot the ball very poorly, we
had a lot of good, open looks, a lot
of easy shots, little two-footers that
we didn't execute on," commented
Falco. "For some reason, they
weren't dropping and that really
hurts when you're trying to make
a run. When you're trying to gap a
team and you don't finish the little
ones, you lose a lot of momentum."
The Hawks did have an oppor-
tunity for a late comeback. With
the Rams up 57-56 with less than
a minute left, the Hawks missed a
potential go-ahead shot and rook-
ie Amber Hillis, who had a great
game until this point, committed
a crucial foul, sending Ryerson's
Lisa Goldring to the free-throw
line. After both shots were hit, the
Hawks couldn't get a three-pointer
to drop and ended up falling 61-58.
Despite the late game miscue,
Falco remains confident in his
first-year point guard. "Amber had
a strong weekend for us. She's a
real competitor, she battled hard.
She didn't get a couple breaks that
could've gone her way. But she
played well today."
There was a victory for a cause
bigger than sports on Saturday
night. In addition to the pink jer-
seys worn by the Hawks, the money
from admission sales and funds
generated by a raffle for Raptors
tickets went towards breast cancer
research. In the end, close to $400
was raised. This initiative is league-
wide and will be taking place on
different dates at each school.
The Hawks, now at 3-5, sit last in
the OUA West but just four points
out of second in the tight division.
They continue their season next
Friday, on the road against the
Carleton Ravens.
RYAN STEWART
PACK IT PINK - Christa Mancino attempts to beat Rams opponents.
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Cha-ching: Alternative
ways of spending
In a world revolving around buying and spending, The Cord searches Waterloo
for places of alternative consumption to solve your money-melting fix
KARI PRITCHARD
FEATURES EDITOR
Do you ever sit back and really think about
where you spend your hard-earned cash?
It's almost impossible to avoid buying and
consuming on a day-to-day basis, but it is
important to be aware ofyour spending hab-
its and to consider what you are investing in.
Although many of us rely on shopping malls
and retail stores for convenient products at a
good price, especially with the holiday sea-
son in view, in the K-W area there are other
more unique options when it comes to pleas-
ing your desire to spend cash.
Old Goat Books
Located at 99 King Street and co-owned by
Michael Loubert and Scott Wicken, this in-
dependent used bookstore is about a five-
minute walk from campus. According to co-
owner Loubert, "There's always material in a
used bookstore that you won't find anywhere
else."
As Old Goat Books carries around twenty-
five thousand volumes, you can find great
sections on topics like history, art, cooking
and various others.
If you're looking for an author's latest re-
lease, you might not find it here. But you can
find an author's back-stock, spending your
money to enhance your knowledge of differ-
ent genres. "Any of the older material by that
author, [chain stores] won't have," explained
Loubert. "It would be very difficult for most
people to really fully explore different forms
of fiction."
Loubert and Wicken care about the ex-
perience their customers have in Old Goat
Books, and are conscious of what they sell.
"Everything is pretty carefully chosen," said
Loubert. "Scott and I know our stuff, we like
dealing with people."
Knowledgeable about their stock and ded-
icated to their customers, Loubert and Wick-
en might give you a more positive literary ex-
perience than the average Coles clerk. Most
importantly, if you're looking for used books
not found in a retail store and cheap prices,
consider expanding your horizons and de-
creasing your walletat Old Goat Books.
GenerationX
Located at 10 Regina Street North and owned
by Mike Greaves, Generation X is an inde-
pendent video store offering a plethora of
films you would and wouldn't find at a chain
movie store.
Best put by Greaves himself, the goal of
Generation X is, "to be an archive of great
films so that if people decide to step out of
the norm ... that's us - we have the stuff."
So why should you rent at Generation
X? They have broader selections than most
chain video stores and at a better price. On
top of carrying blockbuster hits, Generation
X features a Japanese animation section, a
large collection of alternative lifestyle videos
serving the gay and lesbian community, sev-
eral thousand films from over fifty different
countries and "more horror films than any-
body else in town," said Greaves.
But if you've got a movie in mind, you
should have a back-up in mind too. Although
Gen X has a wide variety of films, they only
have one or two copies of each. This makes
getting your hands on the videos a little trick-
ier, but on the plus side, it leads to variety and
new discoveries. "Your average video store
will bring in maybe forty, fifty titles a month;
we'll bring in two to three hundred," said
Greaves.
A twenty-dollar membership at the begin-
ning of each term gets you half-price rentals.
"It means if you rent six movies during the
course of the term, you're going to end up
saving money," explained Greaves, providing
another reason to consider spending extra
cash at Gen X.
Orange Monkey
Orange Monkey Music is located at 5 Prin-
cess Street West, in the cozy upper part of
the building it shares with the Jane Bond. Al-
though the name might not suggest it, Orange
Monkey is an independent new and used CD
and vinyl store that even sells 8-tracks.
Co-owned by Charles Janzen and Vince
Dabin, Orange Monkey carries music re-
sources "that HMV or chain stores don't car-
ry," saidDabin.
Not only does the Orange Monkey carry
music that chain stores lack, but customers
"come to us and say 'wow I just saw that for
$28 [at a chain store] and it's a lot cheaper
here,"' said Janzen.
As differentkinds of music go in and out of
style, so dothe genres soldby Orange Monkey.
Dabin and Janzen are aware of this, and tailor
their products to people's tastes. "Sometimes
we can sell dance stuff; we normally sell clas-
sic rock, jazz still sells. It changes all the time
just depending on who comes through, who
grows up and changes their music likes," said
Janzen.
Although it is apparent that many people
are investing more in CDs and MP3s than vi-
nyl, Orange Monkey still likes to kick it retro
for those die-hard music fans, and at a great
price.
"With the records we're basically starting
people's collections," told Janzen. "We have
stuff for a quarter [or] a dollar. We have kids
that come in and go for that and they'll have
twenty records right away."
Even though the Orange Monkey might
not have the latest Britney Spears CD you're
dying to have, they still please their custom-
ers' unique tastes by ordering in CDs upon
request, as well as selling tickets to various
live music events in town.
The Princess Cinemas
The Princess Twin Cinema located at 46 King
Street North and its older companion the
Princess Cinema at 6 Princess Street West are
two independent cinemas co-owned by John
Tutt and Wendy Guymer.
Tutt opened the Princess Cinema be-
cause, "it was obvious that the commu-
nity was starved for that regular alternative
programming."
While the Princess Cinema often runs spe-
cialized screenings, the Princess Twin does
open-ended runs and bigger screenings. The
cinemas do play some Hollywood titles, but
also open up their screens to more specific
genres like Tibetan documentaries, Asian
cinema or independent films with bigger
actors.
Tutt also offers his customers more than
chain theatres by going beyond just films and
video arcades. The Princess creates "a dif-
ferent atmosphere than say a Galaxy movie
theatre," said Tutt. "Downstairs [at the Prin-
cess Twin] we hold monthly art shows, we
do some book readings ... across the street
[at the Princess Cinema] we do live concert
series on the stage," showing that you can get
more than the average movie-going experi-
ence from The Princess Cinemas.
Tutt also keeps his audience in mind while
consciously thinking about what movies to
show at the theatres. "It's hard to really say
'This is how it's done. I know my audience
and I know what they're going to like.' I'll
never say that because you've always got to
try something new or different."
Just as Tutt wants to try new movies, he
suggests this mentality to challenge students
as well, encouraging them to "take advantage
of the world beyond the multiplex."
Ten dollars will get you an annual mem-
bership to both theatres, scoring you a sev-
en-dollar admission compared to the regular
ten dollars, a deal not found at other leading
chain movie theatres.
Loop Clothing
Loop Clothing is a unique fashion and ac-
cessories boutique located at 56 King Street
North, but is technically on Princess Street,
right beside McMullans.
Owner Alnoor Keshvani said the purpose
of Loop Clothing is "initially to provide ... re-
ally good street wear clothing that isn't acces-
sible in the area and to do it in a good, genu-
ine manner."
Keshvani also stressed the importance of
the experience he wants his customers to
have in Loop: "It's one of those situations
where it's not just about the clothes you have
on your shelf, but the experience that people
have in your environment," hiring knowl-
edgeable employees who care about their
products and customers.
What makes Loop a unique shopping ex-
perience in Waterloo is that it sells clothes
and accessories by actual designers; nothing
is manufactured in a sweatshop and there are
limited copies ofeach piece.
"Every brand that comes into the store I
put through an absolute wringer," explained
Keshvani. "I've had conversations with the
designers and the manufacturers, saying 'lis-
ten, I need you to prove to me how your stuff
is made.'"
Although you might be spending more
money at Loop Clothing then at a chain or
department store, "the incentive is that the
prices are reasonable, you get what you pay
for but on the same token we offer great
service and you get quality product," said
Keshvani.
Worried you might not find something you
like at Loop? Keshvani thinks otherwise: "I
like to thinkthat we cater to all [types of] peo-
ple because it's one of these situations where
our customers, you can't just draw them on a
single piece of paper."
If you're OK with taking a couple extra
twenties out of the ATM in order to support
more legitimate brands and sport unique
fashions, check out Loop Clothing.
Ten Thousand Villages
Located at 80 King Street South, Ten Thou-
sand Villages is "the biggest and oldest or-
ganization in fair trade at this point in the
world," said Waterloo store manager Isabel
Choconta, emphasizing that the store "is a fair
trade organization one-hundred percent."
Ten Thousand Villages sells products from
all over the world, including countries like
Cambodia, parts of Argentina, Vietnam and
Bangladesh.
The goal of Ten Thousand Villages, which
has been functioning for sixty-two years, is
to "give an alternative to the artisans [around
the world] to have a different way to see their
own lives, their own products, their own
skills, their own culture," said Choconta.
"We give [the artisans] the opportunity,
especially the people that have been under-
employed or unemployed, to have respect
for themselves, to have a possibility to have a
decent life with a decent job."
In the store you can find products from
jewellery, scarves and hair accessories, to
carpets, woodcarvings, porcelain, ceramics
and coffee.
Shopping at Ten Thousand Villages not
only supports fair trade, but also the envi-
ronment. "Cambodia is reusing a lot of ma-
terial, especially food bags and plastic bags,"
explained Choconta, "not throwing it in the
garbage and putting it in the landfills."
When spending money at Ten Thousand
Villages, although you are buying yourself
or family and friends lovely products, you're
also helping families across the world.
On top of encouraging North Americans
to buy locally, Choconta said that it "is im-
portant that the people understand fair trade
gives the opportunity not just to the person
who receives the gift... but to the people who
are behind those products, who are the farm-
ers, the artisans," adding that, "anything that
you buy fair trade you are giving an opportu-
nity to another family to have a decent life."
Though it hardly competes with the chain-
store giants in terms of stock, consider spend-
ing at Ten Thousand Villages if you want to
satisfy your shopping fix but also help those
in needaround the world.
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Student Life
Step into the spotlight
Playing live guitar performances can be tricky, especially the first time. The Cord Weekly asked seasoned professionals and
instrument specialists about tips and tricks for how to make the most out of open mic nights and get the audience on their feet
ALISSA RUETZ
CORD STUDENT LIFE
Open mic nights have the tendency
to be very successful for some mu-
sicians, and not so successful for
others. However, like with most
things in life, practice makes per-
fect. With adequate practice, cre-
ativity and a little bit of talent, per-
formers should be able to have the
crowd on their feet.
While some guitarists have their
own personal rituals for prepar-
ing for the spotlight, others simply
jump up and down and hope for
the best.
Open mic hobbyist Mike Vuk-
ovich, a fourth-year communica-
tions and philosophy student, of-
fers performance advice to those
who are thinking of stepping up to
the mic.
"Make sure your song is some-
thing fun, upbeat, or if it's not up-
beat then make sure it's an anthem
so people can get up and yell out
[some] words with you." Vukovich
says that in the past he has used
"gimmicks" to enhance his perfor-
mance, such as kazoo solos and
bongo drums.
Mike states that "people appreci-
ate talent, but it is important to re-
member that it is a bar and people
want entertainment."
Paul Maxwell, owner of Maxwell's
Music House, has some helpful tips
to those planning to engage in an
open mic night. "It is important to
take constructive criticism from
other musicians," says Maxwell.
He encourages guitarists to "put
their pride aside," and work with
other artists to expand their mu-
sical tastes. He also encourages
musicians to "try to shy away from
typical open mic night songs." Most
importantly, Maxwell says "Have
fun, and be different."
"Be humble: leave therock
STAR MATERIAL FOR WHEN YOU ARE
ACTUALLY A ROCK STAR."
- Brando, Long and McQuade
Prior to open mic nights, guitar-
ists may find it helpful to practice
in a musical setting, add special ef-
fects or get feedback from others.
Maxwell's Music House offers
jam space for $10 per person per
hour. Trained staff offers help with
stage presence and musical ad-
vice. Maxwell's Music House offers
brush-up lessons prior to gigs or
performances, and they also offer
unique workshops. Juno Award-
winning guitarists
from Blue Rodeo
will be attending
Maxwell's in Feb-
ruary to offer in-
sight and advice to
other guitarists.
Brando from
Long and McQuade
advises guitarists
to play at open mic
nights regularly, as he says"it will
help you get over the initial stage
fright."
As well, Brando recommends
recording your music; since "There
are so many recording resources
out there, I encourage guitar players
to take advantage of this." Brando's
final piece ofadvice to guitarists is
to "be humble: leave the rock star
material for when you are actually
arock star."
Brando encourages guitarists
to come into the store if they need
musical or performance advice.
Although amateur music nights
aren't everywhere, there are still
good places to jam in and around
Waterloo. Wilf's itself hosts a jam
night every Monday, and the
Fox and Fiddle has their own on
Thursdays.
No matter what type of music
you play, beginner or advanced,
open mic nights are the perfect op-
portunity to showcase your skills.
With the many resources available
to enhance your performance, it is
time to step outside ofthe box, and
into the spotlight. Be different. Be
creative. Have fun!
GUITAR GLORY - Two open mic participants at Wilf's on Monday night rock out with their music. Getting up on stage takes courage and a good song to get the audience groovin'.
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To perfect your craft, you have to practice. To practice, you need a j
sweet list of places you can rock the crowd and possibly become a
The Fox and Fiddle Wilf's @ Laurier Maxwell's Music House
guitar hero. So, pick up the phone and give these venues a call. You
When: Thursday evenings When: Monday evening When: By audition
never know what will happen once you Step on Stage. Rock on! Where: 77 King St. N Where: Fred Nichols Building Where: 220 King St. N
Contact: 519-883-1259 Contact: Sign up at Wilfs Contact: Paul @ 519-498-5705
"Barsexual"ity
On campus bars everywhere, girls are choosing to engage "barsexual"behaviour. The increasingly
common sight has coined a new social term... but how do they and others feel about being labelled?
MICHELLE CALDARONI
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR
You may have seen it before. At a
bar, on the dance floor, your het-
erosexual female friend reaches
for another woman and they kiss.
It might ignite a flurry of questions
in your mind, or perhaps you don't
think twice about this spectacle of
passionate smooching.
However - from any bar-goer's
perspective - being "barsexual" is
becoming more and more common
at universities and colleges across
the country, including Laurier.
The term "barsexual" refers to a
person who, while out at the bar,
engages in sexual behaviour with
someone of the same sex, but oth-
erwise identifies as heterosexual.
Being "barsexual" is not neces-
sarily the same as being bisexual,
and can actually be damaging
when it is labelled as bisexuality. "I
like the division because "barsex-
ual" means very different things
than bisexual," said Rainbow Cen-
tre co-ordinator Michelle Roberts.
'"Occasionally making out with a
same-sex partner at a bar after con-
suming alcohol' - that's not how
most bisexuals would define their
identity. Bisexuality gets a hard
rap to beat from inside the com-
munity with oppression, and from
outside."
The intention behind the act is
disputable, and falls directly on the
person engaging in the behaviour.
So, it is entirely up to the people in-
volved to interpret the action. "Re-
gardless of what you're identifying
as, you know yourself best. Using
labels is very problematic," said
Roberts. Using labels is only appro-
priate if the person being marked
has self-identified as that label.
The intention is really the main
concern when it comes to being
"barsexual." "Are you doing this
because you're hoping it will make
you more appealing to someone
you want to pursue?" asks Rob-
erts. "Or are you doing it because
it seems like a natural action at the
time? Regardless if alcohol is in-
volved or not... intention is a huge
factor."
Gina K., a second-year global
studies and English major, is one
Laurier student who has engaged
in "barsexual" behaviour. "My first
thought [when hearing the term]
is that it is synonymous with atten-
tion-whores," she said, but agrees
that the intentions of the kissers are
key. She thinks that the term itself is
"limiting... it's a buzzword, a popu-
lar term," and that it means differ-
ent things to differentpeople.
When asked why she kissed a fe-
male friend, Gina responded that
"It's just something I felt like doing
at the time."
"It's been that stupid fucking
song, the Katy Perry song, that
made it tacky," she added.
Both the Rainbow Centre and
Gina K. expressed concerns over
the limits of labelling. Because of
the way children are socialized in
society, there is an idea that sexual-
ity is limited to one label, or labels
in general. "There's so much [diver-
sity] to human sexuality," said Gina
K.
"The problem comes down to
society, and the lack of open ideas
about sexuality. We have such nar-
row labels and narrow binaries that
we force people to fit into. I think
that's the problem more than any
individual action," Roberts agreed.
What sets "barsexual" apart from
other labels is its temporary and
alcohol-induced nature. University
and college women may feel com-
pelled by peer pressure or media to
act in this way. Perhaps they are just
experimenting. "Maybe for some
people, they aren't in an environ-
ment where they can openly be bi-
sexual, so being at a bar gives them
a cover to do what they would actu-
ally like to do," said Rainbow Centre
co-ordinator Waleed Hafeez.
However, Hafeez also argues that,
"it might be dangerous as a concept
because it might tell people that the
only difference between a gay per-
son and a straight person is a few
drinks."
While there is nothing wrong
with using a label as long as it is
self-identified, Roberts warns that
when there is alcohol involved
there must always be consent, and
your partner must know of your
intentions.
Intentions are the big issue when
it comes to sexuality, so make sure
you know your own before engag-
ing in any sexual behaviour - espe-
cially when alcohol is a factor.
Marketplace for a day
This free student event is available to all who have an entrepreneurial streak
LINDA GIVETASH
CORD STUDENT LIFE
On November 25 and 26, WLUSU's
(Wilfrid Laurier University Student
Union) Public Relations team will
be holding their bi-annual Student
Marketplace in the Concourse.
There will be nine vendors promot-
ing their business or service to the
WLU student body.
The Student Marketplace was
initiated to help promote young
entrepreneurship among the stu-
dent body. WLUSU media relations
executive Jen Dillon explained, "It's
an opportunity for them to grow
their business and sell to fellow
students."
Vendors are given a table in the
concourse, regularly costing $100 a
day, for the duration of the event for
free. Some of the vendors this year
will be selling scarves, handmade
jewellery, fair trade products and
electronics. "One of the vendors
...
makes Obama t-shirts," said Shelly
Verzosa, Public Relations coordi-
nator ofWLUSU. In previous years,
some students have sold items like
designer clothing at discount pric-
es, handmade jewellery and from-
scratch condiments.
In the weekend leading up to the
event, Public Relations were still
trying to determine how to accom-
modate one of the student vendors.
"We had one graduate student
[who] wanted to sell mattresses,
but that doesn't really work in the
concourse," said Dillon.
With the holidays fast approach-
ing, Public Relations expect a
great turn-out with students tak-
ing advantage of the unique prod-
ucts available for their holiday
shopping.
The next marketplace will be held
in late February or early March. Ap-
plications for vendors are ongoing,
available on the Students' Union
website. "We are looking for stu-
dents who started their own busi-
ness ventures," said Verzosa
"Also we do promotions normal-
ly about a week or two before," ex-
plained Dillon. "We're normally in
the Hall of Fame. They can [give us]
their e-mail and we can get them
more information."
FILE PHOTO
OFF TO MARKET - Students particpated last year with much success.
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Start thinking about kids and careers
Four professionals weigh in on their experiences balancing kids and careers
KEREN GOTTFRIED
STAFF WRITER
As you plan your future, how much
thought do you give to balanc-
ing your job with a partner? With
children? Whether or not we think
about it, work-family stresses just
may show up at our doorstep quick-
er and with more intensity than we
anticipate.
A study published by the Public
Health Agency of Canada in 2003
reports that "Almost 60% of Canadi-
ans who are employed outside the
home cannot balance their work
and family demands."
As students are poised to segue
into a life full of responsibilities,
families and careers, balancing the
whole act can seem like a tedious
chore waiting to happen. In light of
this upcoming challenge, The Cord
met with four community mem-
bers to find out what advice they
have for our generation.
Beverly Harris: LAW
WTLU Board of Governors Chair
Beverly Harris entered uncharted
waters when she became pregnant
while working at a major legal firm
in downtown Toronto. "I was the
first associate to have a baby at the
firm," she explained. "They only
had men before."
"I had to do research and make
a proposal about what an appropri-
ate maternity leave policy could be
for the firm."
Twenty years later, Harris be-
lieves legal firms are starting to
change their ways. "I think the shift
comes from there being so many
more women who practice," she
said. "And men entering the prac-
tice are making the same kind of
demands."
The most important factor in
achieving a work-life balance for
Harris is finding a partner who
shares your value set. "It was just
as important to him that I be work-
ing, doing something that stimu-
lated and challenged me, as it was
to me."
Ginny Dybenko: BUSINESS
Dean of the Business school at
Laurier, Ginny Dybenko's biggest
piece ofadvice for balancing a large
professional responsibility with
family is to just do it.
"Don't listen to all the nay-
sayers!"
To make it easier, "you have to
get yourself into a little bit of a pow-
er position ... so you can call some
of the shots. So if your daughter
wakes up and has to stay homeand
you can't get anyone to look after
her, that you're able to work from
home."
Dybenko believes strongly in
the role of a third-party support
system. "Take the time to select,
don't worry about paying a few
extra dollars to find the right 'sur-
rogate mother," sherecommended,
instead of sending kids to daycare.
Carl Zehr: POLITICS
Carl Zehr, mayor of Kitchener,
admits that balancing family and
career obligations "was tough."
"There were times that I had to
be away from home because of the
obligations thatI had accepted," he
said, "I didn't like that, but it was
part of what it took. It's not an easy
route to take, but the rewards are
rich."
Most importantly, Zehr insisted
thatregardless of your professional
commitments, "one cannot take
family relationships for granted.
Don't miss the special moments
with family," he advised. "They're
there only once, and you cannot
duplicate them. If you have to err,
err on the side of family."
Loren King: ACADEMIA
A professor of political theory at
Laurier, Loren King speculates that
"the balancing of careers with fam-
ily is easier for academics because
our schedules are so flexible."
Married to another academic,
King found it easy to juggle their
schedules to accommodate the de-
mands of having children. "There's
a line of work that makes this kind
of life possible," he said.
But a career in academia is not a
quick ticket to work-life bliss. "You
have to make choices," King said,
contrasting his life direction with
the "A-type" academics who were
more ambitious and career-driven.
The key to balancing familial
and career-related goals is evident
from the experiences of people in
all professions who have achieved
the balance: flexibility. Children
are very adaptable to different situ-
ations and a career should be too.
Check out cordweekly.com to
read the full-length interviews.
TRISH STOTT
BALANCING BABY - After graduation, balancing will be a challenge.
An eco-friendly Christmas
In the midst of dreams of snow and presents, warm food and family, aim to
make your holiday season more environmentally friendly with these tips
ANDREA MATHIESON
CORD STUDENT LIFE
Holidays are filled with gifts, family,
food and pretty decorations. While
a lot of fun, each of these can take
its toll on the environment. There
are little things everyone can do to
have a fun yet eco-friendly holiday
season.
Artificial or real? This is the ques-
tion when it comes to Christmas
trees. Though both take their envi-
ronmental tolls, the important step
to take is the disposal process. In
the case of an artificial tree, make
sure to buy one that can be kept
for a long time, so that you're not
continually buying new ones. Ifthe
choice is made to opt for a real tree,
look up tree recycling programs
in your area where the tree can be
turned into woodchips and mulch
instead of taking up space in a
landfill.
Encouraging younger siblings to
make ornaments and decorations
for the tree out of recycled items
is an easy and fun way to not only
create ornaments, but to also cre-
ate memories that can be kept (and
recycled!) for years to come.
Gift-giving is one of the most ex-
citing parts of the holiday season,
and also produces the most waste.
A lot of families use systems like
"secret Santa" where each person
is only obliged to buy one gift for
one other family member. This not
only reduces the amount of wrap-
ping material used and products
bought, it also saves money and
promotes a special focus on the
person chosen.
If buying presents for everyone
is the choice, make smart decisions
on how to wrap the present. Using
old magazines and newspapers is a
fun way to recycle paper.
Choose advertisements and ar-
ticles that reflect the personality of
the person the gift is for - this adds
a touch of individuality that wrap-
ping paper cannot provide! Finally,
if this is unappealing, try to reuse
wrapping paper or tissue paper, or
put gifts in gift bags that can easily
be reused next year and still be aes-
thetically pleasing.
Of course, decorations and gifts
are secondary to seeing family.
Driving to visit relatives from out of
town can be expensive, not to men-
tion uses alot ofgas. Opt to take the
train if this is an option, or carpool
with other relatives close by; a full
car is a happy car! If the holiday
celebrations occur at home, inform
relatives that they can take advan-
tage of public transit in the area,
and try to let them stay at the house
as opposed to having to drive back
and forth from their hotel.
Finally, that delicious Christmas
meal - one only dreamt of here at
school amongst the Kraft Dinner
and peanut butter. Talk to whoever
is making the meal a few weeks be-
fore about what their plans are for
the meal.
If a vegetarian holiday is not in
the stars, try to encourage them to
order a free-range turkey (these can
be found in most butcher shops).
This means the turkey was raised
out of confinement, and most other
meat and poultry can be deemed
free-range. Also, make sure there
will be enough food for everyone,
but not so much that there will be
excess. Send relatives home with
any leftovers; wasting food is bad
for the environment, and shame for
your stomach.
These are easy, small steps that
can be taken to make this holiday
season a little bit more environ-
mentally friendly. Though these
might seem insignificant, if every-
one does their small part this holi-
day season, it could make a big dif-
ference for the environment!
LAURA TOMKINS
OH ECO-TREE - This tree is artificial and reusable for years to come.
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The WLUSU elections are fast approaching, ifyou
have a referendum question you would like to pose
to the undergraduate population, it is due to the
BoardofDirectorsattheirfirst meeting in January
wlusu.com/bod/calendar |||j
•iJpP' ■ ■ A •
If you are interested in running forelection, nomination packages
for President, Board ofDirectors, and Board ofGovernors/Senate
will be available the first week in January
Best student location in town - minutes to everything
you would ever need campus, 24 hour grocery store,
Tim Horons, banks, bars, beer and liquor stores
New building with spacious, very clean, and
open concept living, central air, dishwasher,
balcony & rooftop garden patio
Worry- free housing starting May 2009 at the right price!
Call 519 742- 7724 or email info@acdev.ca to set up a time to visit the Bridgeport Suites located at 34
Bridgeport Road East - One look and you will be done house hunting!! (taking groups of 4,3.2,1).
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mm Jppji Got Computer Problems?
Go to Waterloo Networks for any computer problems.
112 I House starts
Take Your Career In A
nPHH NEW DIRECTION!■UP m™ iMr s i - * •%. .Hi "fflF : '19^ViM'JhM • * ** -,
3 Try a health care career in
.-&/ chiropractic,
% \ MASSAGE THERAPY,
lll» ACUPUNCTURE or
ORIENTAL MEDICINE.
MM Accelerate
mjm ijour ■^^noiIMMBPH§| studies! HMSBMiH
Choose from over 75 online degree | H
credit courses this Winter.
Registration Is Easy...
1. Identify the course you wish
to take. n
2. Obtain a Letter of Permission 1 /ILM
from_ |
January 5, 2009 |HH Your graduate experience matters -
f18,.! *i w • pursue your research and scholarly interests • many innovative programs, including
Tel: 519-824-4120 x 56050 •, •|B HHta in a personalized environment that fosters 25 master's and 8 doctoral degree programs
• ElTtaih academic excellence • students are consistently ranked among
HH research-based master's and • faculty are involved teachers, mentors 112
Fw alist Of doctoral students and active researchers §
W- www.open.uoguelph.ca
sudokusolution, tips and computer
programs at www.sudoku.com Puzzles by Pappocom
DELETES SCEKES
SLY KOCBNASZ 8 O.J. DtMERS
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SUE SIARTS NOVQVIBER I^lwmoffHßiiEVERYTHING MUST GO BBiWPWBJJJNDEBERG - DIESEL
PENGUIN-WARRIORWEAR
STORE HOURS TUES-Siff 15
I 880-1500wmm I PICK UP SPECIAL
Giant Panzerotti k A
3 Toppings s' ~7
Garlic Fingers (6 Pieces) $10.99
2 Cans of pop / +Tax
2 Dipping Sauces A. NA
add $5.50 for delivery \J
Classifieds
ONLY$399-FOUR BEDROOM HOUSING WE'VE GOT WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR
34 Bridgeport Road, East, Starting May Northeast Pennsylvania, USA. Coun-
-01/09, excellent location, on bus route, selor-Specialists for all Land & Water
close to everything, downtown at WLU, Sports inc. Tennis; Golf; Basketball;
4WINTER TRUCK TIRES FOR SALE near uw( new, immaculate, open con- Baseball; Football; Martial Arts; Soccer;
WINTERFORCE M&S; P255/70R16 cept kitchen, all appliances, dishwash- Outdoor Adventure: Camping, Moun-Excellent Condition and Tread. erj dining room and living room open tain Biking, Climbing/Ropes; Roller
$100 for the set. onto a private balcony, central air con- Hockey; Archery; Rocketry; Water-ski,
519-888-1876; ask for Robert ditioning, huge rooftop garden patio, Wakeboard, Sailing, Canoe/Kayaking;
complete laundry facilities, dryers free, Fine Arts-Theatre, Ceramics, Wood-
free parking, gas heat, gas water heater, working, Drawing, Painting, CDL driv-
-5" If lliCl ii cheap utilities, on bus route, perfect for ers. RN's for our Health Center. June
students, rents fast, a must see. Only 20-August 15. RIM Park lob Fair inter-
$399 per room, per month. Call 741- views Feb 4. Let's get the ball rolling
ONLY $389-FIVE BEDROOM HOUSE 7724 www.acdev.ca for more info and now! Online application www.camp-
Must see, goes fast, excellent location, pictures. Email info@acdev.ca wayne.com; E-mail info@campwayne.
147 B Weber Street North, Starting May com; 1-888-549-2963
01/09, to everything, very clean,
free washer/dryer, gas heated, cheap | J I MQ|( 1
utilities, two full bathrooms, two full size
fridges, hardwood floors and ceramic
tile throughout, large private yard and SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! gf flfl J[j |HHlarge deck, free parking for five cars, on CAMP WAYNE FOR GIRLSbus route. $389 per room, per month. Northeast Pennsylvania(6/20-8/16/09). fISETtt Ht li|l J| jj^flCall 741-7724 If y OU | ove children and want a caring,
fun environment, we need counsellors
ONLY $389-FIVE BEDROOM HOUSE for: Tennis, Swimming, Golf, Gymnas-
Must see, goes fast, excellent location, ties, Cheerleading, Drama, High & Low
121 B Noecker Street, Starting May Ropes, Camping/Naure, Team Sports,
01/09, close to everything, very clean, Waterskiing, Sailing, Painting/Drawing,
free washer/dryer, gas heated, cheap Ceramics, Silkscreen, Printmaking, Ba-
utilities, two full bathrooms, two full tik. Jewelry, Calligraphy, Photography,
size fridges, hardwood floors and ce- Sculpture, Guitar, Aerobics, Self-De-
ramie tile throughout, large private yard fence, Video, Piano. Other staff: Admin-
and large deck, free parking for five cars, istrative, CDL Driver (21+), Nurses (RNs I ,
on bus route. $389 per room, per month. an d Nursing students), Bookkeeper,
Call 741-7724 Nanny. On-campus interviews January
28th. Select The Camp That Selects The
Best Staff! Call 1.215.944.3069 or apply
on-line at www.campwaynegirls.com
Alex Hayter counts
I down his personal top
JJ I 100albums of all timel 1 *«***. ■
1■ Vk, I I I
w ■
wZLj~~j ' -.-, ~ ' '■ -'"—
Etlucprint
*• presents an issue on *
Conflict
Pick them up from the stands tomorrow i
Z 4Mtr Thursday 27th November
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Envisioning misleading
13 months, several breakfasts with
Blouw, a few surveys and one ac-
tor playing Wilfrid Laurier later, the
Envisioning Laurier initiative is fi-
nally complete.
The result is a pair of brand new
vision and mission statements and
a set of guiding principles.
It is clear that having this fully
articulated vision is important for
Laurier. Having previously operated
without one, decisions in the past
have been made without a central
philosophy or goal to inform them.
Having a vision statement gives
the university a trajectory and helps
everyone understand what the pur-
pose of the institution is.
Very few people will be upset
with these statements, largely be-
cause they express vague and posi-
tive notions such as "justice and
sustainability."
However, the results of this envi-
sioning exercise are frustrating.
Dialogue during the 13-month
campaign misled students into be-
lieving that the university would be
releasing much more than three
sentences outlining the university's
general philosophy.
Students were asked questions
about multiple campuses, interna-
tional reputation of the university
and similar topics that suggested
Envisioning Laurier was as much a
strategic planning exercise as a vi-
sioning one.
Agreat dealof timeand resources
went into collecting these opinions,
and now university administration
is essentially finished with them.
When students thought they were
reacting to planning issues - such
as the development of a Milton
campus - they in fact were not and
their opinions are now shelved.
Furthermore, values such as
"excellence in teaching and learn-
ing," and "application of new ideas"
could have been written without
any student involvement. Who
would disagree with statements
such as these?
Again, these values are fine. The
problem with this envisioning pro-
cess was with its method. Envision-
ingLaurier was sold as something it
wasn't.
When administration does get
around to planning for real issues
that impact students, they should
feel obligated to collect and seri-
ously consider the views ofstudents
just like the Envisioning Laurier
Committee has done for thepast 13
months.
Otherwise, we will all have a vi-
sion of Laurier where the student
voice is undervalued.
Policy revisions important
The Wilfrid Laurier University Stu-
dents' Union (WLUSU) Board of
Directors (BOD) made some im-
portant revisions to its elections
policy last week.
Among them is the determina-
tion to explore the possibility of on-
line voting for WLUSU elections.
They also passed a motion to
change the voting system for elect-
ing BOD members to some form of
ranked balloting, though the actual
format that will be used has not yet
been decided.
These two developments will
help improve WLUSU's elections.
Online voting is a necessary im-
provement, considering the in-
creasing importance ofthe Internet
in daily life.
This development should in-
crease the number of students that
participate in WLUSU elections.
Having a ranked balloting system
will mean that board members are
elected in a more democratic fash-
ion. This is especially important
since the recent shift to policy gov-
ernance has increased the impor-
tance ofthe board.
Both of these developments are
long overdue. Improving democrat-
ic practices surrounding WLUSU
elections is of obvious importance
in light of last year's confusion.
Other policy changes, such as
making the appeals process less
partial, will also help in making
elections run more smoothly.
However, there are still no time-
lines or concrete commitments to
these changes. The Board should
seriously consider implementing
timelines to ensure these changes
actually occur.
These revisions to WLUSU elec-
tions policy are encouraging.
Hopefully they will ensure a higher
quality of democracy on campus in
the future.
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Opinion
Students are responsible for
the quality ofa university
Don't just blame faculty and admin for a poor learning environment
ALEX HAYTER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
With any educational facility - a
community where we come to
increase our knowledge - the bur-
den of blame is typically placed
upon faculty and facility when it
comes to criticizing the quality of
our schooling.
The complaints are already
known. The admin aren't put-
ting enough money into hiring
full-time professors. The full-time
profs aren't as good at teaching as
our part-timers. The part-timers
don't do enough research to have
anything interesting to teach us.
Etc., etc.
As someone who has experi-
enced five years of education at
Laurier, I can say that I've been
consistently unimpressed with the
academic environment on display
here.
Deep, insightful conversations
about studies rarely occur in my
classes. Friends rarely, if ever, dis-
cuss their studies outside of class.
The highest level of academic in-
terest on display is students cram-
ming memorized regurgitations
in study areas.
But the profs shouldn't be the
first to be blamed. And the ad-
min? They're just trying to keep
this place running.
No, it's the students who cause
Laurier to fail as a sanctuary of
learning. Rather than serving as
a place where a mass of people
gather to share ideas and find en-
ergy in the pursuit of knowledge,
our school is merely a place where
young bucks come to transition
into the wider world ofadult life.
Students that treat university as
a mere social environment, where
learning is secondary to the other
things in life, shouldn't (and per-
haps don't) come to Laurier ex-
pecting to enter such a sanctuary.
And the youth that come here
and ultimately use Laurier as a
stepping stone into adulthood,
rather than as a place to enlighten
their minds and enrich their pool
of knowledge, ultimately fail to
make this a university.
Universities are, first and fore-
most, composed of students. If
there's any real learning to be done
here, we should use each other
for it - in classroom discussions,
in debates over beers at Wilf's, in
note-sharing and shared enthusi-
asm for the pursuit of knowledge.
Now, I'm as guilty as the next
folk when it comes to talking
about putting my education be-
hind other priorities. But the next
time someone complains that
Laurier doesn't provide an aca-
demic environment, they should
take a look at their own lifestyle.
If you're a get-involved groupie
that spends 90 percent of your
time organizing team meetings
and ten percent sleeping in class;
that'syour choice.
If you go to Phil's most nights of
the week and skip classes because
they're too boring, the problem
lies with you.
If you're a student and you feel
disconnected from your academ-
ics, then you're probably the one
who pulled the plug. Finding your
connection again is as simple as
getting engaged in your studies,
and gaining passion for what you
learn.
The occasional weak prof might
prove a hurdle in this, but if your
classmates follow the same phi-
losophy as you, then you've got
your own tailor-made learning
environment already.
A university can start anywhere:
all you need is some knowledge
and people to pass it around.
Laurier has the potential for a far
greater academic environment,
but it needs to start with the peo-
ple who comprise the vast major-
ity of it: students.
That isn't to say that a laissez-
faire attitude should be adopted
by the university and its teach-
ers. Yes, they can do more to help
foster an academic centre. They
can foster a culture about the dis-
covery of knowledge, rather than
the mere regurgitation of it. They
can make first-year classes much
harder than simple high-school
revision. Theycan makes efforts to
drop student fees so that we have
more time to focus on studies.
Look - all of this isn't to say that
I haven't enjoyed my time here.
But Laurier is not, at this moment
in time, a place to come to chal-
lenge yourself in the pursuit of
knowledge.
And that's our fault.
letters@cordweekly.com
GRAPHIC BY JULIE MARION
24 WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 26,2008 . THE CORD WEEKIY
Universities shouldn't be intrusive
MICHAEL KOCHEFF
THE EVERYMAN
To what extent should universi-
ties intervene in moral debates on
campus? I am of the opinion that
student associations/unions and
university administrations should
mind their own business.
We should be encouraging stu-
dents to form their own opinions
through lively debate. Students
should be allowed to struggle with
various moral perspectives. This
struggle produces conviction and
helps us ascertain what the coun-
terarguments are and how we
should respond to them.
After all, if your convictions are
strong, then opposition should be
viewed as an opportunity. Opposi-
tion gives people the chance to ex-
press who they are, and this act of
expression is just as important as
winning people over.
Governing bodies at universities
should avoid, at all costs, present-
ing students with an acceptable
package of moral beliefs. Life is just
not this simple and universities
should not let us pretend it is.
It would seem that the students'
union at Guelph university and
the university administration at
Queen's don't believe we are.
In a letter distributed to Guelph
students, the Central Student As-
sociation (CSA) apologized for a
recent pro-life fair and officially
rescinded the accreditation of Life
Choice, the student group that
planned the fair.
The CSA said this group "created
an unsafe space" by inviting speak-
ers who were not directly affiliated
with them. I can understand why
the CSA was concerned by this.
The safety of students with differing
opinions is paramount.
The Ontarion, Guelph's student
newspaper, reported that one stu-
dent was "harassed and grabbed
at the fair." If this is true, it alone is
grounds to remove the accredita-
tion of this campus group.
I agree with this portion of the
CSA's reasoning. However, the
other part of their reasoning, which
is based upon the CSA policy
manual, is troubling. A few lines
from the policy manual were cited
in the apology; among them was,
"Freedom of choice [when] choos-
ing one's stance in the matter of
abortion."
It is not at all clear to me how
freedom of choice was restricted
by this fair. The CSA says that they
believed "much of the information
distributed, both spoken and writ-
ten, was false and/or misleading."
In the Guelph Mercury, Cara Ben-
ninger, a member of the pro-life
group, stated that the information
was backed by research. Benninger
also claims that she believes in a
woman's right to choice, but that
true choice can only occur when
people are fully informed.
I tend to agree. We don't need a
student association/union to pro-
tect us from others' beliefs. Student
unions shouldn't hesitate when it
comes to protecting our personal
safety. Their agenda, however,
should not include protecting us
from critical reasoning.
Governing bodies at universities
SHOULD AVOID, AT ALL COSTS,
PRESENTING STUDENTS WITH AN
ACCEPTABLE PACKAGE OF MORAL
BELIEFS.
In extreme cases, freedom of
speech should be trumped by
equality rights. We need to be care-
ful, though. In the majority of cases
equality rests upon freedom of
speech.
A recent article in the Globe
and Mail reveals that the admin-
istration at Queen's University has
hired six people to engage in dis-
cussions with students who say
things like "that's so gay" or "that's
so retarded."
These individuals are allowed
to engage in casual conversations
with students, run movie, book or
discussion nights and intervene
when conflicts between students
arise. The apparent purpose of the
program is to "foster diversity and
encourage students to think about
their beliefs."
Queen's stu-
dents are justifiably
upset about the
program. However,
Jason Laker, the
dean of Student Af-
fairs, believes that
forcing students to
contemplate their beliefs is healthy.
Angela Hickman, managing edi-
tor for Queen's Journal, sides with
the students. She believes that this
program will actually "stifle public
discussion."
If students are afraid that they
are being monitored, they won't
freely speak their minds.
I think Queen's determination
to define the acceptable limits of
student discussion is much more
concerning. This program, after all,
is not focused on simply constrain-
ing debate and conflict between
students.
Its primary focus is developing
and instituting a set of beliefs and
politically correct sayings. Let it
alone, Queen's. Life is full of con-
tention and it should be. Let people
encounter and sort through this
contention. It builds character,
challenges us to justify our beliefs
and prepares us for life beyond
university.
We should collectively shudder
when we hear about decisions like
this. I can't speak for you, but I don't
want any "progressive thought po-
lice" on my campus. Even if they
are dressed, a la Max Blouw, like
Wilfrid Laurier.
Governing institutions should
permit us to debate. Not only can
we handle it, we need it.
letters@cordweekly.com
LAURA TOMKINS
WLU STUDENTS' UNION - Student governed bodies like WLUSU have been actively supporting certain moral stances around Ontario.
Notall arguments must be entertained
GREG WHITFIELD
RUFFLING FEATHERS
We're nearing the end of the calen-
dar year, so with this final install-
ment of my column I'd like to fore-
stall as many of next year's head-
aches as possible.
To this end, let me first say a few
words about disagreement, be-
cause here is where I think we can
prevent many of those headaches.
Now, disagreement is a wonder-
ful thing. I tell you you're wrong,
you tell me why I'm mistaken and
we go back and forth like this over
many a happy hour in pleasant dis-
agreement.
Everything weknow we've learn-
ed this way, through disagreement
somewhere back down the line,
though rarely as pastoral as what
I've described.
Without the driveto disagree(and
to be disagreeable) we wouldn't
have had Socrates or Galileo, Amer-
ica or opinion columnists.
So obviously disagreement can
be good and important and pure,
but I'm here to say that there's only
so much we should put up with.
There are far too many stubborn,
head-in-the-sand, bad-faith argu-
ers for any sane person to ever
accept all comers or entertain all
arguments.
There comes a point in most
arguments after which one or more
side is no longer honestly trying to
advance a reasonable or principled
position.
Both sides can't be right, so in
certain arguments on a variety of
topics, one party will debate not to
clarify and come to solid and rea-
sonable conclusions, but to con-
fuse, obfuscate and trick in an effort
to win at any cost.
Here, the goal is no longer truth-
seeking or even consensus-build-
ing, but the taking of ground in the
name of a position advanced for
reasons other than its reasonable-
ness or truth value.
Godwin's Law is a fine example.
It states that as a discussion grows
longer, the probability of acompari-
son to Hitler or Nazis approaches
one. Anyone caught in a Godwin's
Law violation is immediately recog-
nized as having lost the argument.
This, because it is utterly obvious
that anyone comparing some (rela-
tively) mundane policy or belief to
the Nazis is not only intellectually
dishonest and unwilling to engage
in serious debate, but not really
open to any change in his or her
own beliefs.
If the person you've set yourself
against can't set out the conditions
under which their position would
be clearly wrong, then they're not
making areal argument.
I want to argue that the Godwin
reaction ("ifyou won't take this ser-
iously then get the fuck out") is the
appropriate reaction for a whole
range of jerks expounding a whole
range of positions that shouldn't be
taken seriously.
So, in an effort to lead by exam-
ple, the following are a list of argu-
ments which, as of right now, I will
no longer be entertaining.
Instead, when confronted with
such vapid silliness, I pledge to
chuckle derisively and walk away.
Atheism is like a religion. It re-
quires just as much blind faith to
disbelieve as it does to believe. Get
the fuck out.
I'm done telling these folks why
they're wrong while having no
chance of getting through.
Religion is probably the most
common area where people make
arguments, not because they wish
to propound an honest assessment
of evidence and value, but because
they believe the conclusion and
will argue backwards from it in any
way they can.
When you find the conclusion
more important than the evidence
for it, you're not taking the stric-
tures and purpose of discussion
seriously.
Abortion is murder and should be
outlawed by the state. Go away.
If you're willing to suggest to
me that the unborn are people in
the moral or legal or metaphysical
sense and expect that I should
agree you've made a knock-down
argument against legalized abor-
tions, then you've got another thing
coming.
This is a subject on which so
much has been said and written,
that to dive in at the very begin-
ning of the debate and expect me
(or anyone) to rehash decades of
argument with you is either lazy
on a truly epic scale, or simply
dishonest.
Either way, come back when
you've read Thompson and at least
two other authors on why the per-
son/not-person line of argument
doesn't really lead anywhere for
your side.
So that's the A column handled.
I know I said it would be a list, but
a pair will have to suffice. I'm sure
everyone out there can think of sev-
eral positions I've inexplicably and
inexcusably failed to include, but
I leave it to you to make your own
lists.
Write one down, or just hold it
firmly in your mind. Just, whatever
you do, don't treat the kind of cret-
ins who make old, tired, beaten and
lazy arguments as though they are
your intellectual equals.
Laugh at them. Tell them to go
bother someone dumber than you.
Just don't feed the trolls.
letters@cordweekly.com
The Cord Weekly - Wednesday November 26,2008 Opinion 25
Opinion
University is a
pressure cooker
There is an incredible amount of stress placed
upon students that needs to be reconsidered
DON MORGENSON
ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE
The university has become a pres-
sure cooker. Students are pressured
to be admitted, pressured to be aca-
demicallycompetitive, pressured to
"take the right courses," pressured
to achieve the "proper status."
Students face the pressures of
tuition hikes, the stress of living
in "student ghettoes;" they ex-
perience parental pressures and
those of a much wider society.
And yet students appear jovial
and committed, hurrying to the li-
brary or the weight room, sipping
their double espressos, planning
their weekends: it is a picture of a
confident group exuding a positive
aura.
It is only after class, meet-
ing with students, that I hear
the leaden doubts and sense
their depression and anxiety.
One young man speaks of being
torn between a life of service and
a life of self-indulgence. He feels
pressured to emulate his father
and grandfather, both top business
executives. He actively dates but
is disappointed that none of these
dates has "morphed" into a serious
relationship. He complains about
the covetous game of romance; of
the "pursuit." And he con-
fesses that he's lonely.
He went to the university
Counselling Services and was
given a referral to an off-campus
therapist. In taking that step, he
and many other students have
forced university counselling
services to re-evaluate their mis-
sion and expand their offerings.
Such counselling personnel
agree there has been a 40-50 per-
cent increase in the use of such ser-
vices when compared to use in the
mid to late '90s.
To explain this increase, counsel-
lors say a complex blend of socio-
cultural forces creates new levels of
student anxiety - 30 percent of stu-
dents suffer panic attacks and about
12 percent are clinically depressed.
One of my students, the quint-
essential achiever, said: "It has be-
come a compulsion for me - I must
do well." And he did, though he suf-
fered panic attacks during exams.
He had sought help from Coun-
selling Services and decided to
put less pressure on himself. He
has now been accepted into the
medical school of his choice.
According to this student, the
most difficult things about adjust-
ing to campus life are eating and
sleeping. He admitted that such
things bordered on the trivial, but
he said in high school everything
was regimented and home then
represented a safety net.
Here, students must create their
own schedules and balance the
dining hall, classes, sports and
extra-curricular activities, and
all of this can be "destabilizing."
Revealed in campus surveys,
academic stress experienced by
university students may be at an
all-time high. Results suggest that
90 percent of students sampled
say they are "occasionally over-
whelmed by their assigned work."
I remember once, while I was
Chair ofWLU's Psychology Depart-
ment, asking all faculty members
to bring their monthly assignments
to the next faculty meeting so that
we might better grasp what our stu-
dents faced - tests, essays, seminar
presentations, etc.
We found such obligations were
very heavy. One student told me
that she was on the verge of tears
most of the day, feeling that things
are so complex that they are diffi-
cult to sort out.
Much of the time students
feel like harried commuters.
Again, Counselling Services have
tried to cope with burgeoning prob-
lems offering programs devoted to
cognitive-behavioral approaches,
teaching students the deleterious
effects of negative thoughts and
chronic low self-esteem.
Data suggest that students
with the most self-confidence
and a sense of humour are
significantly less stressed.
Another approach to under-
standing current student suffering
might be for all of us, at all levels,
to adopt a widespread reflective
stance - reflecting on the whats, the
whys and hows ofour many campus
obligations and responsibilities.
Surely this does not mean a gen-
eral softening of intellectual rigor
or a reduction of high standards
within a given faculty, department
or class.
It merely means some thought
should be given to the general at-
mosphere here in our university;
the prevailing ethos, the intellectu-
al climate, the academic demands,
etc. as we devote ourselves to the
total fulfillment of the lives of our
students - intellectually, socially
and spiritually.
letters@cordweekly.com
Exams don't testanything important
JOSH SMYTH
THE EXAMINED LIFE
I'm in my fifth year, so my memories of exam
periods past are fading pretty quickly into a
self-important seminar-student haze. Yep,
it's nice up here. Nevertheless, I do seem to
remember filing into theAC a few times.
As far as I recall, my experiences there fell
into three basic categories: the ScanTron-
scribbling sweat festival, the vomit-on-the-
page essay and their bastard child, the long
short-answer question. Oh, memories...
Most of the time, when I get into old-fogey
mode about my education, I come away quite
nostalgic about whatever it was that I hated
at the time.
That particularly fascist gnome of an Eng-
lish teacher? Got me writing essays in my
sleep. Calculus tests? They rescue me from
economics despair all the time.
The thing is, when I look back on many of
the exams that I've written, expecting a warm
nostalgic glow, I still find myself thinking
that they are utterly daft. It always struck me
that, if the concepts thatwe're absorbing are
simple enough to spit out onto a page in ten
minutes, we might want to rethink our career
paths a little bit.
Many of us have had the experience, twen-
ty minutes into a two-hour-long multiple
choice exam, of completing the whole thing,
looking up and making simultaneous eye
contact with the other 90 percent of the class
that has just done the same. Mercifully, they
generally let you leave.
I think the icing on this particular cake
came quite early for me, when a friend of
mine showed up to an exam in the AC fifteen
minutes late, sans student card and dead
drunk.
He proceeded to sit down, turn some metal
up on his discman and write a perfectly solid
exam. Truly, if life's challenges occur in a for-
mat that can be met drunk and with a sound-
track, we're all in for a nice ride.
Therein lies the rub. Most of us have oc-
casional trouble reminding ourselves of the
utility ofwhat we're doing in the class, but we
can usually pull it off.
It's not hard to imagine circumstances in
life where it's useful to be able to think criti-
cally, or know how mitochondria work, or
extrapolate what a Bakunin anarchist would
thinkabout the institution of breakfast.
I truly fail, though, at thinking of a future
circumstance in which I'll have to think of
these things at 9 a.m. surrounded by hun-
dreds of cranky people in sweatpants.
Exams exist for a reason, of course - they're
the simplest way someone could think of
to force us to actually do the readings for a
course, and I suppose they are somewhat
simpler to mark than more involved things
like take-homes.
That being said, I cringe looking at my own
chicken-scratch on the page. I'm very glad
the marking I have to do is of assignments
that have been typed.
Call me a hopeless romantic, but I still be-
lieve that undergraduate degrees are much
more about learning how to think than learn-
ing to regurgitate a particular set of facts or
figures. Those drop out of our heads if they so
choose, anyways.
Exams, by and large, are a victim of na-
ked-emperor syndrome. You know they're
useless. Your professor knows they're use-
less. The evil robots that sort ScanTron cards
probably know they're useless.
No one, though, really wants to admit it,
because there are just no resources to assess
people in more descriptive ways.
In that vein, I truly regret not taking one
professor ofmine up on her option ofanswer-
ing the questions using interpretive dance.
In the end, the current exam regime has
its benefits. There are plenty of classes that
teach to the exam; it's usually easy enough to
figure out whether you're in one. If you are,
kick back, relax, show up for a review or two
and you're home free. A solid grade is often
just a few cram sessions away.
So, in this wonderful season of coffee-fu-
elled cramming, take a breather. Go outside.
Throw a few snowballs. Stare into the middle
distance a bit.
That's the mentally productive part of
exam season. The exams themselves? They're
just there to encourage you to procrastinate a
little bit more creatively.
That's how I finally made my peace with
exams - I realized just how important they
are to our non-academic lives. Exams are the
time that apartments get clean, great food
gets cooked, and friends are just a study date
away. Enjoy it.
letters@cordweekly. com
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Our happiness shouldn't depend on success
We have been told since we were children that we can accomplish anything, leading to many people having unrealistic goals
DAVE SHORE
OPINION EDITOR
You're not special.
You're not unique. You're not
important. And you probably don't
have one thing that you do better
than anybody else on the planet.
Okay, maybe that was a bit harsh
- but it was to make a point. And if
you just got really angry and indig-
nant while reading the above state-
ments, you just helped me in mak-
ing it.
The point is, we were all raised on
opposite notions to the ones above.
From a very early age we were told
that we are special, unique individ-
uals - that there's nobody else like
us.
Our generation has been dubbed
the "me generation." We're more
self-aware, self-absorbed and self-
centered than any generation be-
fore us.
Studies have suggested that
words like "I"and "me" have be-
come more common in published
writing, while words like "us" and
"we" are used less.
Of course, websites like Mys-
pace and Facebook encourage this
sort of mentality. We're constandy
encouraged to brand ourselves
online, and in doing so it's natural
that we think about ourselves more
than people have in the past.
My only worry is that the up-
bringing that the me generation
has received will have some serious
psychological implications.
Particularly, I'm thinking of one
line that we were all forced to hear
time and time again growing up.
"You can do anything you want
as long as you put your mind to it.
You can be anything you want to
be."
Stop me if I'm wrong, but I recall
being told as early as Kindergarten
that I'm special enough to accom-
plish anything I want. And I'm sure
I wasn't the only one.
This is a nice enough message,
and I'm certainly not suggesting
that we discourage children from
having dreams or being optimistic.
But, I do think that fostering this
attitude places unreasonable ex-
pectations upon our youth, or at
least makes them place unreason-
able expectations on themselves.
The consequence is that we are
an entire generation of students
who want to be corporate CEOs,
movie stars and Nobel Prize win-
ners. And should we not achieve
these goals, we will feel as if we
have somehow failed - that success
ofthe highest degree was possible if
we had only put our minds to it.
The problem with this is that,
realistically, the vast majority of
our generation will not become
geniuses or celebrities or multibil-
lionaires. Most of us will work nor-
mal jobs and have decent salaries.
Most of us will fall somewhere
around average for a middle-class
family.
For most of us, we've been set
up since we were very little to be
disappointed.
Some may call this view real-
istic. Others will probably call it
cynical. Both are fine by me. I'm
simply saying that we've tied our
prospects for happiness to things
like career recognition and unique
accomplishments.
Consider people you've known
that have been artistic. Maybe you
yourself have been. Were they in-
tent on writing a novel or playing
guitar purely for their emotional
and expressive well-being, or did
they also have dreams of being the
next Steinbeck or Hendrix?
Or, consider students that have
always wanted to start their own
business. Do they just want to be
able to feed their families, or do
they also have a deep desire to be
on the top 40 under 40 list?
Of course, it's not bad for people
to hold these dreams, and it would
be wrong to tell students not to
dream big.
But it's also wrong to tie our
worth as people to the possibilities
of these outcomes. For most of us,
it's just not going to happen.
Instead, we need to be happy
with ourselves simply as people, as
citizens, as family and as friends.
And, to be happy with this, may-
be we have to accept the idea that
we're not so special after all.
letters@cordweekly. com
Letters to the Editor
Don't be ashamed to
be female
I was dismayed at the recent col-
umn "Feminism Underappreci-
ated" by Devon Butler, published
in the November 19th issue.
The author suggests that it is
'passive' women who are setting
back the women's movement, but
I would strongly disagree and sug-
gest that the real culprit is backlash
against feminism by the dominant
patriarchal culture, the same one
that compels these women to act
in stereotypically feminine ways.
And by compel, I don't mean only
in the way the article suggests, by
luring them with male attention or
telling them that stupidity is lucra-
tive, but by very real threats of so-
cial isolation and physical violence
if they do not comply with gender
norms.
Any woman who falls outside of
the hyper feminine section of the
spectrum- strong women, smart
women, women of colour (pas-
sive femininity being coded as
very white), queer women, asex-
ual women, transwomen- knows
that the social sanctions against
her for doing so are much greater
than the loss of attention from
dudes, as will men who fall out-
side the hyper masculine section
and people who shuck gender en-
tirely. These sanctions manifest
in numerous ways, from making
less money and not being pro-
moted at work, to facing harass-
ment from media and peer alike,
to waking up with an increased
risk of physical harm every morn-
ing. These are the forces keeping
women passive- 'stupid' girls are
minimizing their risk of these pen-
alties, and who can blame them?
So Ms. Butler, do not be ashamed
to be female, and do not place
blame on the victims of our op-
pressive culture while letting the
culture itself off the hook. This is
not, in my opinion, the way to re-
build the movement. Instead, help
to create a new culture that accepts
all variations of people, so that no
one has reason to be ashamed.
- Cady Berardi
Incident simulation
perpetuates fear
On November 26, Laurier join[ed]
Universities across the continent,
by stepping up its involvement
in the modern Culture of Fear. It
is worrisome that Laurier is par-
ticipating in this cultural phe-
nomenon of psychological terror-
ism. And that is what this "critical
incident" lockdown drill on our
campus is, an exercise designed to
make us afraid.
The school hasn't even made a
meaningful attempt to justify the
exercise, and so it must be seen
as part of a pattern. Since 9-11,
schools across the continent have
been running lockdown drills,
emergency scenarios and other
"preemptive" or "protective" mea-
sures supposedly aimed at ensur-
ing public safety. These measures
instead serve as a background con-
dition for the sort of omnipresent
Culture of Fear necessary for the
"Global War on Terror." While our
school tells us this is about "armed
intruders," it is really about making
us afraid and complacent.
By focusing public attention on
nightmarishly violent scenarios,
this Culture of Fear diverts our
conversations away from the very
real problems in our society and
works to ensure that we sleep less
soundly at night, all in the name of
compliance with increasingly se-
vere restrictions on our freedom.
This fear allows us to be complicit
in such things as the persecution
of minorities, racist wars abroad,
and the militarization of our own
communities.
Laurier is currently in the pro-
cess of arming the "Special Con-
stables" on campus with pepper
spray, putting the safety of secu-
rity above the safety of students.
The evidence presented in favour
came from a consultancy firm that
pushes for Universities to adopt
a model of security that brings
armed police onto campuses, and
advocates for American style se-
curity at Canadian schools. Inde-
pendent research has shown that
pepper spray is better for crowd
control than for defending against
direct assaults or dealing with in-
toxicated individuals.
Through both the arming of se-
curity and the "critical incident"
simulation, we move deeper into
the Culture of Fear that has leaked
over our border from the United
States. This is something we actual-
ly have to fear, not mythical armed
invasions or terroristattacks.
- Alex Hundert and Mark Ciesluk
AW@L
War is never a neces-
sary answer
The responses by Alexander Cana-
van and Raena Dempsey to Josh
Smyth's opinion piece of Nov 12th
are examples of how dissent about
war and war culture is often dis-
torted and twisted as an insult to
soldiers. At the same time the very
symbols and acts of remembrance
continue to be hijacked by war
mongers such as Stephan Harper,
who are continuing to militarize
our institutions and deepening the
entrenchment ofthe already domi-
nant culture of war.
This year, the 90th anniversary
of the armistice ending what was
supposed to be 'the War to End All
Wars! reminds me that we have for-
gotten the one of the most impor-
tant lessons of WWI, that war can-
not and will not achieve peace. The
fact remains that war is not a ne-
cessity, it is a choice, one that peo-
ple and governments shamefully
continue to make at the expense
of humanity. This choice marginal-
izes pragmatic and effective peace-
ful solutions that would otherwise
be able to transform conflict and
halt escalations toward violence. If
Germany had not been placed un-
der severe economic sanction by
the rest of Europe after WWI there
would have been no WWII and Hit-
ler would have never seized power.
In every situation, improving hu-
man welfare is the most effective
way to reduce violent conflict and
nullify the conditions that precipi-
tate war. The people and institu-
tions that do this courageous work
should be celebrated.
I will therefore take this oppor-
tunity to thank my grandparents,
my family, and my friends, for re-
fusing to fight in any war, for refus-
ing to kill another human, and for
acting on the truth that violence
only begets violence and that living
peacefully allows peace to thrive.
As an extension of this, on Re-
membrance Day, I choose to wear
a poppy, a peace symbol, and a pin
that say that "To Remember Is To
Work For Peace." War is necessary
only for war, which is why we must
remember how horrible war is and
why we must oppose the insane
notion that war is a legitimate way
to achieve peace.
- Jacob Pries
Upset over pool
I must admit I am a little upset
about the fact that Laurier might
lose it's pool. I love that any stu-
dent can use the pool during rec-
reational hours and that we have a
place for athletes to train, but what
I don't understand is that Lau-
rier has the money to change the
drive way in front of the science
building multiple times, but not to
keep a facility opened. I can't help
but wonder... if that drive way was
done right the first time, would
there be a pool?
- Marjolein Wijbenga
Letters Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed arid
submitted with the author's name, student
identification number, and telephone number.
Letters must be received by 12:00 pm (noon)
Monday via email to letters@cordweekly.com
or through our website at www.cordweekly.
com. Letters must not exceed 350 words.
The Cord reserves the right to edit any letter for
brevity and clarity. The Cord reserves the right
to rejectany letter, in whole or in part. The Cord
reserves the right to not publish material that
is deemed to be libelous or in contravention
with the Cord's Code of Ethics or journalistic
standards.
letters@cordweek.ly. com
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Francey's Folk
Award-winning folk artist David Francey performed at the Princess Cinema
AMANDA STEINER
STAFF WRITER
It's amazing how narrow-minded
some people can be when it comes
to music. Often, people have their
genres and are quite content to
stick to them. So, for the average
student who listens to Katy Perry's
"Hot and Cold" two or three times
a day, branching out to folk music
seems a littlerisky.
However, I highly encourage you
to take the risk.
Following with their theme of
unique artistic talent, The Prin-
cess Cinema in uptown Waterloo
hosted another live performance
last Thursday night. This time, the
featured artist was folk musician
David Francey.
This singer-songwriter has the
uncanny ability to not only em-
power you with his music, but to
connect with a variety of people
through his lyrics.
In an interview with The Cord,
Francey opened up about his song-
writing style.
"I write about what I know,
what I've been through and
experienced."
Francey's music is incred-
ibly effective in its communica-
tion of these experiences, with
subject matter ranging from high
school loves ("Breaking Glass")
to Canadian soldiers ("Flowers of
Saskatchewan").
"I grew up in a very musical
household," Francey said. "You
sang everywhere. You sang in the
school choir, you sang in the church
choir, you sang on the way to work,
you sang on the bus, you sang in
the shower, you sang everywhere,
so that was just part ofyour life."
His songs are short, musical nar-
ratives. Each tells a story that is ac-
companied by beautiful soft melo-
dies, leaving you awestruck.
Although there are more sad bal-
lads thanhappy ones, there is no ar-
guing that the emotion Francey can
evoke with each song is perfect.
This is largely due to Francey's
need for perfection. "If there's one
word wrongI won't put it out," said
Francey. "I'll hang onto it for years;
I'm not in a rush. I just can't do it.
It's not my nature."
Francey's talent is widely rec-
ognized - he has won numerous
critical nods including three Ju-
nos, the SOCAN folk music award
and the Golden Quill Award for
songwriting.
Despite his musical ability, be-
ing a folk singer wasn't always the
obvious choice for the stage-fright-
afflicted troubadour. "I didn'tknow
I was going to be doing this, to be
honest," Francey admitted. "I'm a
shy person by nature, so getting up
in front of all these people is really
bizarre for me."
But it would have been an ex-
treme shame if he never did.
"I was a complete dud at uni-
versity," Francey laughs, "I had no
aptitude for books. I dropped out of
Trent but I read the paper and was
totally a political junkie for the lon-
gest time."
So why did he choose a musical
career? While working in construc-
tion for 20 years, Francey had also
been writing songs. After some en-
couragement from his wife Beth,
Francey put out an album called
Torn Screen Door.
After his second album Far End
of Summerwon a Juno, Francey de-
cided to make the move to music.
Originally from Scodand, this
immigrant artist moved to Canada
with his family when he was twelve
and absolutely fell in love.
"This country's been great to me;
I thinkit's absolutely the best coun-
try in the world."
Francey has even hitchhiked
across Canada four or five times.
"It was a huge influence on my
music," he said, "especially withmy
song 'Highway! Travelling gave me
many ideas for songs."
Accompanying Francey was folk
guitarist Craig Werth, who shared
the small stage with the main act
and provided spotlight-worthy
showmanship.
His absolutely amazing skill
with the guitar enhanced Francey's
songs beautifully and made the lyr-
ics come to life.
The night's highlight, however,
was when the guitar was put aside
and both men sang a capella - the
audience was awe struck. Just the
power of their two voices was in-
credible and had the audience
cheering and clapping with thun-
derous applause.
If this hasn't sold you yet, I'll add
this - Francey still has a Scottish
accent. There should be no more
doubts in your mind whether or
not to see a Francey show.
"I'm David Francey; that's Craig
Werth," said the folk singer atThurs-
day night's end. "And you're who
you are. Good night and thanks so
much."
The Princess Cinema's last per-
former in the Live on Stage series,
Fred Eaglesmith, will be perform-
ing on December 4.
MICHELLE ATTARD
SORTA SHY - Francey might be shy, but his pipes were on full display.
Junkstruments and Fauxbots
The Cord sat down with Toronto artist Iner Souster to talk about his Junkstruments and Fauxbots on display at the Jane Bond
CARLY LEWIS
CORD A&E
In addition to having arguably the
best ambiance of any bar in Wa-
terloo, the Jane Bond is currently
showing the artwork ofToronto art-
ist Iner Souster.
Souster's "fauxbots" canbe found
adorning the walls ofthe Jane Bond
and are created from various junk
that Souster has collected. One
piece, entided "Mr. Handfork Foot-
spoon" is made of just what the
title suggests: kitchen utensils for
limbs.
The environmentally friendly
and recycled art supplies are col-
lected from vintage shops, junk
yards and donationsfrom Souster's
neighbours in his Parkdale commu-
nity. "I'm constantly building stuff
so I have to keep that pile of junkat
a certain height," saidSouster.
"A lot ofthe time I see something
that makes me think 'Wow, this is
a beautiful piece of garbage, I can
really use this for something,' and
it sits around for a year, and it still
looks nice but I can't figure out
where to put it, and then there's
some stuff that I'm very close to
throwing out, and then all of a sud-
den I look at it one way and there
it is."
Souster says that the strangest
object he's ever come across in
his search for media was a box of
medical supplies that contained a
bunch ofanal probes. Although not
yet incorporated into any of his art,
he still has them and may very well
"find something really disturbing
to put them in someday."
Souster's "fauxbots" came out
of excess material that didn't have
a musical application, as his initial
signature was building "junkstru-
ments," some of which can also be
viewed at the Jane Bond.
On display currently is "the
Bowed Web of Tacky Instruments,"
which was created from the parts
of a transport truck, a drum skin, a
candy dish, the handle of a vacuum
cleaner, a melted clock, part of a
guitar, a light fixture and an acorn
from the East coast.
These "junkstruments" began as
a visual art project, but have since
evolved into fully functional instru-
ments, some even appearing on
fellow Torontonians The Fembots'
most recent album, Calling Out.
The Fembots - of whom Souster
is an honourary member - were
founded by Dave MacKinnon and
Brian Poirier, longtime friends
whom Souster lovingly refers to as
freaks. "They're both really bizarre,"
he says, "but that's where we create
the good stuff."
Souster's piece entitled "The
Sympathetic Sitar" can be heard on
the album, and was built over a
period of two-and-a-half weeks,
significantly longer than most of
his other pieces take to construct,
because of its need to be both aes-
thetically solid and a functional in-
strument with good sound quality.
Of his "junkstruments" Souster
says, "I've now started to try to
build them to have them look nice
and sound good."
An eclectic assemblage of recy-
cled objects, Souster's artistic junk-
yards prove that one person's trash
is another person's artwork.
NATASHA DILKE
FAUXBOT - They like chillin' out with bamboo, as has been studied extensively in the wild.
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The war of the Axl Roses
The Cord group-reviews Guns N' Roses'long-awaited Chinese Democracy to let you know what Axl has been up to all this time
DANIEL JOSEPH
A&E EDITOR
Last Tuesday saw the release of one
of the most anticipated albums of
all time: Chinese Democracy. For
anybody who grew up in the 1990s
- (i.e. us) Guns N' Roses was prob-
ably on just about every rock sta-
tion on the radio. We all grew up
hearing "Sweet Child o' Mine" and
"November Rain" often - maybe
too often. But, when it comes down
to things, Slash and Axl are forever
a part of a capsule in time that is
glorified by the rose-tinted shades
of nostalgia.
Then one day Axl Rose lost his
marbles and drove his band-mates
and label insane. He was left all
alone, and spent his days experi-
menting with do-rags and endless
re-recordings of the same songs.
He has spent the last 14 years of
his life perfecting these 14 songs. A
year a song. That must mean that
are great right?
Now his masterpiece is here...
and of course The Cord had to
weigh in. The Chinese government
is up in arms about it - but should
you be? Is it worth your time? Your
money? Your internet bandwidth?
We will answer all these ques-
tions and more...
Axl Rose seems to be writing new
music with a unique philosophy: if
it sucks (and believe me, in his case
it usually does), just throw in a gui-
tar solo.
I'm almost certain that Chinese
Democracy contains more guitar
solos than it does songs. But, before
all you thrill-seeking testosterone
junkies get excited, these face-
melting freakouts are rarely any
good.
You see, guitar solos always go
well in a song after some wicked
vocals and a good driving guitar
riff, something Axl used to be able
to do quite well.
Instead, on Chinese Democracy
we find Rose switching between
overdone rock ballads (read: filler)
and old-school-style GNR tracks
that are too infused with emo-in-
spired vocals to contain any trace
of nostalgia.
Ironically enough, on the track
"Scraped" Axl sings "don't try to
stop us now."
Funny, considering Axl is the only
original member left in the band.
What "us" is he talking about?
All I've learned from Chinese
Democracy is that Slash's pres-
ence is sorely missed. With Axl
left unchecked, we get an album
full of emotionless wannabe rock
anthems.
Let's all hope that this album
never finds its way to China, be-
cause if the Chinese think this is
what democracy looks like, they'll
be staying communist for a long,
longtime.
I give it one original band mem-
ber out of four.
- Dave Shore
Chinese Democracy is clearly an
album for the Guitar Hero genera-
tion. As such, it is layered with in-
teresting guitar hooks and crescen-
doing build-ups. But, it has nothing
of substance below its plastic, gim-
micky surface.
The album is ironically at its best
when Axl's tired voice is hidden be-
hind layers of overproduced power
chords: when we can picture our-
selves driving a 4x4/eating a Pow-
erbar/pretending that hair metal is
still cool.
Songs like "Street ofDreams" are
a dead end; coming across more
like a solo track by an American
Idol runner-up than the guy that
brought us "Paradise City" and
"Sweet Child o' Mine"
Meanwhile, "If the World" sounds
like a shit lames Bond theme song,
caught in a bubble of '92 produc-
tion(when Seal was still cool).
And then the nostaligic title of
"There was a Time" speaks for it-
self; yes Axl, there was a time,
and it has passed.
Nearing the album's
close,
The trumpeted opening
sounds of "Madagascar"
bizarrely like the open-
ng to a Lord of the Rings
lm.
Axl, do us a favour: go
to Mordor, and throw
Chinese Democracy into
Mount Doom.
- Alex Hayter
Let's think about this
for a second... it's
2008. The Internet
has completely trans-
formed the music in-
dustry. Creativity and
genres now blend togeth-
er in a way that has never
been seen before and I think
it's safe to say that we now
have at our fingertips the
best music the world has
seen - only a couple clicks
away from our ears.
I think that is why an
album like Chinese De-
mocracy is so strange.
It's a "super" album - a
thing that is going the
way of any extinct
cliche. It's also a
\ comeback from a
band that was an
integral part of the
soundscape in its
day.
But it's not like the
rest. It took 14 years
to make. 14 years.
1993-2008. Nothing.
Yeah.
Radiohead made six albums in
that time frame. Metallica made
4 (who cares if they all sucked, at
least they did something). His for-
mer band-mates at least made two
albums with Velvet Revolver.
In fact, it seems that it's almost
too easy to take shots at Axl Rose
for spending the last 14 years on
an album that is so amazingly...
lackluster. But that being said, its
long history seems to me the most
important part of its unrelenting
mediocrity. I think that Axl forgot
that the world changed since 1993.
If anything, I fear that he was given
some Disturbed albums and told
that "this is all the rage with the
kids!"
First and foremost, however, is
the overabundance of ballads. The
first two songs, "Chinese Democ-
racy" and "Shackler's Revenge"
are powerful, if average, driving
hard rock songs - but the momen-
tum derived from such a strong
introduction is lost immediately
afterwards. These rock-opera scale
songs only manage to highlight
Axl's aging voice.
All Chinese Democracy made me
do is question who the better Axl
Rose is. Is it the guy who imitates
him in Guitar Hero, or (today's) Axl
Rose?
- Daniel Joseph
How can someone work on some-
thing for this long and come up
with something 50... boring?
Technically it's not a terrible
album, the instruments are well-
played and it's very well-produced
(actually probably too well pro-
duced) but the songs are just very
plain.
Axl's voice is constantly run
through various filters and synthe-
sizers, and sometimes you don't
know if a vocal track is a guest vo-
calist or just a heavily modified
Rose vocal, like the beginnings of
"Shackler's Revenge" and "Better"
Pretty much every track has a
guitar solo, but mostly they just
sound out of place. In "Shackler's
Revenge" there's just this sudden,
atonal breakdown of guitar noise
- it's a cool solo, I suppose, but it
doesn't really fit with the rest of the
album.
The album could at least be ter-
ribly bad. At least that would mean
he tried to do something really dif-
ferent. But no, it's just a bunch of
songs that are not overly original
or new, and not very good either.
That's probably the worst thing that
could be said about something that
took this long to make.
- Trevor Loughborough
As someone who was never a huge
Guns N' Roses fan, I felt a great deal
of hope before hearing Chinese
Democracy. I wouldn't feel up-
set when the album didn't live up
to the classic Guns N' Roses fare,
right? Wrong.
The album is, at best, pleas-
ant but not particularly catchy. At
worst, it's a self-indulgent display
of Axl Rose's desire to remain rel-
evant where he clearly isn't.
Several reviews have praised the
album for being able to take from
different and unrelated genres and
meld them into rock songs sucess-
fully. I couldn't disagree more.
The album picks from heavily
played sounds that have hit the air-
waves over the past decade or so.
Somehow, it never clicked with Axl
that these sounds only fit with the
period of time they were popular
in: a year, a summer, etc.
"Street of Dreams" exemplifies
this, with sounds influenced by My
Chemical Romance (who were far
from original themselves). Mean-
while, the vocals in "Sorry" sound
like they were influenced by Out-
Kast, really begging the question
why? Why, on a Guns N' Roses al-
bum, would you do this?
Overall, Chinese Democracy is
doomed to be an album remem-
bered for the fact that it finally hit
the shelves, for its content is me-
diocre at best.
- Jeremy Tremblay
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Constant Constantines
The Cord talks with Southern Ontario natives The Constantines before their show at the Starlight Lounge this Thursday night
DANIEL JOSEPH
A&E EDITOR
Chances are, if you live in Ontario
and have some sort of attraction
towards independent music, you
have probably stumbled upon The
Constantines from time to time.
And, if you were smart, you kept
listening. If, by chance, you want
to catch a damn fine rock show this
Thursday, The Constantines will be
kicking off their newest tour at The
Starlight in uptown Waterloo.
Founded back in 1999 in our
neighbouring Guelph, The Con-
stantines have since released four
solid rock albums. Their most re-
cent release Kensington Heights
continued their winning streak
back in April, highlighting the co-
hesive and ever-evolving nature of
The Constantines.
In a recent interview with The
Cord, lead vocalist Bryan Webb
said he couldn't be happier with
Kensington Heights. "There's some
records that you hear thatyou know
couldn't have been made by a band
that's a new band," said Webb. "The
relationship between the people
playing - the way they play together
is distinctive. This one sounds like a
band that has been together for 10
years."
The Constantines' songs often
tell a story about a particular per-
son, and Webb explained how he
wasn't "particularly good at creat-
ing characters."
"I write something that has one
person in the middle of it. Usu-
ally it is a real person that I know
and that I'm eager to pay tribute
to and celebrate. They usually are
the subject of the lyrics that I write
anyway."
This love also translates to his own
favourite musicians: "I definite-
ly appreciate character songs. I love
Tom Waits, Tom Petty and Bruce
Springsteen - it's an amazing gift
to be able to write a narrative. It's
something that I want to learn how
to do better," said Webb.
If narratives mean so much to
Webb, it might be because he was
an English graduate of Guelph Uni-
versity. He started his higher edu-
cation at Western in London - his
hometown. But after "burning out"
at Western, Webb moved to Guelph
and finished his degree.
Naturally, then, books are go-
ing to play an important part in
the creative process as far as lyr-
ics are concerned, and Webb told
The Cord what he was recently
reading. Among them were Paul
Auster, author of The New York
Triology and In the Country ofLast
Things as well as Cormac McCarthy,
author of The Road and No Country
for Old Men. Both are writers who
bend genres and experiment with
their medium.
"[The New York Trilogy] takes
this kinda mystery noir fiction form
- and kinda explodes it and turns it
into something kinda existential.
I like the idea of taking something
that had its conventions estab-
lished - and then manipulating
those conventions," said Webb.
Webb continued, "Same thing
with rock music - I feel like that's
what we're trying to do withrock 'n'
roll conventions."
On the cover of Kensington
Heights is, of course, the title - but
also the engine of an airplane. This
plane has a story all its own, ac-
cording to Webb, as well as fitting
with the entire theme of the album.
"Dallas, our bass player, does
these amazing sculptures that are
sort of manipulated plane kits -
model planes - skewed and inter-
rupted designs. It goes back to the
same thing: taking a convention
that has its set plans and breaking a
part of that plan. To say something
- to build something that stands
apart. That's what that plane is - it's
his model. If you look at it, fold it
[the cover] out, it looks like it has
one wing that's double the size of
the other."
Kensington Heights is also an al-
bum that has a distinct sense of ge-
ography and place with songs like
"Trans Canada" and"Million Star
Hotel" Webb elaborated by saying
that "I think that the idea of hav-
ing a place surveyed - like looking
from a plane flying over or study-
ing something topographically is
there."
He continued, "the record is
very much about place. The title
alone is supposed give it a sense of
a particular place that it's coming
from. The inside of the record is a
diorama of our practice space; you
can actually see that the line is the
carpet on the floor, the green is the
stuff on the roof. It actually makes a
little modelof our practice space in
Kensington Market."
Kensington Market, if you have
ever been there, is something mag-
ical, especially in a city as crowded
as Toronto. Webb clearly loves the
place, explaining that "I lived there
for three years - Will lived there for
three years. Dallas works there in
the market - for the last four years
we have rehearsed there under a
music shop. It's a great slow little
freak scene in the middle of a me-
tropolis. Putting the Heights on the
name was just a little way of class-
ing it up."
The Constantines have always
had a connection to our own little
space - Waterloo. Drummer Doug
McGregor attended the University
ofWaterloo. Because of this, Webb
would come and visit our neck
of the woods. "I used to come up
when I was in London, we would
just hang out and go to the Jane
Bond on Princess street. Early on
we met Bernard who runs the Jane
Bond and Charles who runs the Or-
ange Monkey - so they were really
early supporters of our band."
Laughing, Webb reminisced, "I
remember playing shows at the
Jane Bond in that tiny corner stand-
ing on tables and the bartenders
freaking out because I almost hit
the fan."
Tickets for Thursday's show are
$18 in advance, and are on sale at
the Orange Monkey.
DUSTIN RABIN
CONTEMPORARY - The Tines have been around for more than 10 years, but they haven't lost their edge.
...and now for something completely different! The Cord's best of 2008 list: each editor's favourite song, album and movie of 2008
ALEX HAYTER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Album: Only by the Night - Kings
ofLeon
Song: "Spaceman" - The Killers
Movie: The Dark Knight
REBECCA VASLUIANU
NEWS EDITOR
Album: Modern Guilt - Beck
Song: "Paper Planes" - MIA
Movie: The Dark Knight
RYAN STEWART
PHOTO MANAGER
Album: New Surrender - Anberlin
Song: "This Town" - OA.R.
Movie: The Dark Knight
DANIEL JOSEPH
A&E EDITOR
Album: Nouns - No Age
Song: "Kim and Jessie" - MB3
Movie: Wall-E
DAN POLISCHUK
WEB EDITOR
Album: Black Ice - AC/DC
Song: "Viva la Vida" - Coldplay
Movie: The Dark Knight
DAVE SHORE
OPINION EDITOR
Album: Visitors - The Dodos
Song: "Lost Coastlines" - Okkervil
River
Movie: The Dark Knight
HEATHER MCDONALD
INTERNATIONAL EDITOR
Album: We Sing We Dance, We
Steal Things - Jason Mraz
Song: "In Your Atmosphere" - John
Mayer
Movie: The Dark Knight
KARI PRITCHARD
FEATURES EDITOR
Album: Self Medication - The
Slackers
Song: "Sleep through the Static" -
Jack Johnson
Movie: Pineapple Express
JEREMY TREMBLAY
NEWS EDITOR
Album: Crystal Castles - Crystal
Castles
Song: "House of Cards"
- Radiohead
Movie: The Dark Knight
LAURA CARLSON
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR
Album: Asking for Flowers - Kath-
leen Edwards
Song: "Sex on Fire" - Kings ofLeon
Movie: The Dark Knight
LAURA TOMKINS
PHOTO MANAGER
Album: Narrow Stairs - Death Cab
for Cutie
Song: "Viva la Vida" - Coldplay
Movie: Run Fatboy Run
LAUREN MILLET
SPORTS EDITOR
Album: Dark Horse - Nickelback
Song: "Forever" - Chris Brown
Movie: The Dark Knight
SYDNEY HELLAND
PRINT PRODUCTION MANAGER
Album: LP3 - Ratatat
Song: "You, Me and the Bourgeoi-
sie" - The Submarines
Movie: The Dark Knight
MICHELLE CALDARONI
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR
Album: It's Easier to be Somebody
Else - Hey Ocean!
Song: "Sleeping Sickness - Dallas
Greenfeat. Gord Downie
Movie: Penelope
JULIE MARION
GRAPHICS EDITOR
Album: Paper Trail - T.I.
Song: "Lollipop Remix" - LilWayne
feat. Kanye West
Movie: The Other Boleyn Girl
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2 dead to stop
Valves's latest release Left 4 Dead is a resounding sucess as a co-operative
experience when it comes to zombie-shooting good times with friends.
TREVOR LOUGHBOROUGH
STAFF WRITER
It seems that one of the great chal-
lenges for modern video game
designers is creating a truly great
multiplayer game. We've come a
long way from waiting for whoever
is playing as Mario to die so we can
get a go as Luigi.
The Holy Grail of this challenge is
the co-operative game. What makes
playing co-op special was that in-
stead of merely having human play-
ers provide an upgrade from the AI
opponents (which they do), they
offer an experience that just cannot
be replicated by a computer.
There are two games that I have
played that stand out in their pro-
motion of teamwork. Rock Band
was a game that, on the surface,
appeared to be just four people
playing instruments independent
of each other - but developer Har-
monix wove subtle elements like
unison bonuses, the "save" me-
chanic and stacking "overdrive" to
make playing the song as a team a
much morerewarding experience.
Team Fortress 2 (TF2) gave you
nine distinct classes that all con-
tributed their own unique ability
to the battlefield. Few multiplayer
games have encouraged co-opera-
tion as well as TF 2 has. Now, with
Left 4 Dead (L4D), Valve has tried a
different take on the co-op game,
and I can say that it is a shining
success.
I first played L4D as a demo on-
line with one friend and two ran-
dom people. It was a lot of fun, and
definitely piqued my interest for
the full game. When I actually got
to sit down with the full version, it
was at a friends' house with three
Xbox 360s hooked up to three TVs
(the largest being used for a split-
screen). I think this setup is pretty
much the ideal way to experi-
ence this game because really, as
a single-player game, L4D is pretty
shallow.
And it truly is an experience.
L4D is a first-person shooter, in
which you take the role of one of
four characters trying to escape an
area in the grips of a zombie apoca-
lypse. There are four scenarios,
each taking about an hour to play
all the way through (assuming you
don't all get killed too often) that
involve making your way through
an area filled with zombies, inter-
spersed with "safe rooms" that act
as section breaks. Each scenario
ends with an epic siege in which
the team must defend a spot for ten
minutes until a transport arrives to
rescue you. These scenes are defi-
nitely some of the most intense in
the game.
What becomes very clear in L4D
is that teamwork is by far the most
important part of getting through
the game. It's a different type of
teamwork than TF2, where team-
work meant choosing the role your
team needed and doing it well. In
L4D, you depend on your team-
mates in a much more visceral
way.
The "boss" zombies, especially
the Hunter and the Smoker, com-
pletely incapacitate their targets
by pouncing on them or snaring
them with their long tongue and, if
you've wandered from your team,
you stand no chance against them.
The only way to escape is to have a
teammate hit or shoot them off of
you.
And it's these scenarios that
make playing together with friends
such a great time. I suppose playing
online together with headsets and
open voice is close (and easier), but
when everyone is in the same room
it's just so much easier to commu-
nicate. The defining moment for me
when playing was when we were
on the last scenario, facing the final
siege inside an abandoned farm-
house. The transport that would
take us to safety had arrived, and
as we ran for it, the zombies closed
in on us. One other teammate and I
made it inside, but when we turned
around we saw the other two had
been caught up in a massive cluster
of infected.
Without even thinking about
it, we both ran back out to rescue
the other two. Just as we did, the
ground shook, and a Tank, the
most fearsome of the boss zombies,
joined in. We were all surrounded
and down within a few seconds.
So yes. We died. But we died as a
team, and we all agreed that it had
been awesome. How often does
thathappen?
CONTRIBUTED IMAGE
BOOMER! - Our hero confronts a boomer, who will now vomit on him.
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